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letter.  We heard he was gone by the
way of Augustus and Tracy.  They
went out about the twelfth of March
to make you and Haywood a visit and
came home down hearted and very
much disappointed.  George
happened to be here when the boys
came back and we sat down that same
day and wrote a letter to Seymour and
directed it to Norwich Chenango Co.
but we have never received any
answer.  Augustus said Haywood got
a letter the night before they got there
saying he expected to stay there about
three weeks which would be about the
first of April.  We though to et an
answer before he left there but I do
not think our letter ever reached him. 
I want you to write me a letter and
write what you heard from him last
from him and about what he wrote
and where we shall direct a letter to
go to him.  Write what to put on the
out side of the letter.   Augustus did
not remember what company he
enlisted in or anything only he had
gone to Norwich Chenango.  I wish
you would please to write me in as
soon as you get this and the
particulars about yourself and
children and your Fathers family. 
Give my regards to your Mother in
particular.  Tell Emeline and Julia
Munson I would be glad to see them
and many others I could mention
while I have been writing these lines
my mind has run back to scenes of

year ago when I was traveling up and
down your roads with my press board
in my hand it appears to me now that I
was happy then because I enjoyed
compellable health which I am now
destitute of but I do not mean to
complain as others have early fallen
victims to poor health and misfortune. 
I have every think around me that I
need to make life compatible.  If I had
any health to enjoy it.  But the best of
us are passing away and we shall all
soon be gone from this world and
others must fill our place.  I almost
despair of ever coming to Delaware Co.
again.  My health is so poor I dare not
start.  We talked a little about coming
in the winter but I thought I would wait
until I was a little better and instead of
being better my strength has failed for
the last two months.  William felt pretty
sober when he first heard Seymour had
enlisted and says now he would give
almost any thing to get a letter from
him but we have only to hope that the
mercy of God may attend him and he
who holds in his hands the destiny of
Nation and of individuals may preserve
him amidst the perils of war and bring
him back again to the Society of his
family and friends.  There is one thing
more I want to write and ought to have
written it back. Jane, if old Mr. Persons
is living I want you to get a receipt how
he  makes that eye water he used to use
and write it in your letter without fail.  I
thought I perhaps it mite help Fathers
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eyes.  I must now close so goodby
Jane.  I want to see Mary Jane very
much.  Kiss all the children for me.

Ann Eliza Edger

Gibson April the 19  1864th

Brother, I mean Knapp, Esq.
Ann Eliza received your letter last
night & we was very glad to hear
from you .  Ann has gone upon the
hill this afternoon so I take the
advantage to write to you.  We are all
well & all of the folks excepting your
Father.  He is very un well & getting
no better.  Yet we hope he will
recover.  Business is busy. Good
hear. But men being carried think we
will have to quit business.  We are
going to fill a box with eatables to
send to you.  We will send it by
Express.  You write & tell us where
to send to you.  You may look for us
if it comes down to Albany this
spring.

Will come & see you.  Ann will
write balance in this then we will
send it.  When you shall these words
you will know that Erastus and
myself.  Write them.

Seymour I have not time to
write much but we received your
letter.  Am all very much disturbed
about your having nothing fit to eat.  I
want you to write us a short letter
immediately and tell us where to send
a box of provisions (?) So that you
will get it.  Write exactly what we

must put on the outside of the box and
write also how long you think it will be
from the time we send it before you get
so we shall know what to send in it. 
You have a choice we are going to send
butter and sugar and preserves.  —any
am you wether you want any tea or 
coffee, whether you have any chance to
get it or not.  We shall send some cake
and pies and ham and come chicken.

Father is a little better.
William H. Edger

Write immediately.

Albany Barracks April 21  1864st

My Dear Friends,
I have looked yesterday & today

this far in vain for a letter from you
although I may get one yet as the night
mail is not in as it arrives at six P.M. 
But I thought I would write a few lines
as I had an opportunity.  My health is
about as it has been along back.  I sent
your letters 4, 11 & 18.  I am here yet
& it looks about as it has done about
staying here but may go in 2 or 3 days. 
The weather is very fine to day the mud
is dried up the grass looks quite green
as if summer was comeing. Yesterday
70 more were sent on.  To day there
about 100 more in front of the Building
prepareing to leave at 6 o.c.  It is now
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about 4 o.c.  Yesterday a man cut his
throat in the guard house with a table
knife.  Saw him when they brought
him down to take him to the hospital. 
He looked as pale as a dead man if he
had not winked I should have thought
he was dead.  His clothes & feet were
covered with blood.  He had been in
the guard house 2 months.  He is alive
yet.  

I understand the men are so
thined out that there is but 16 or 18 in
my room which can accommodate
150 men.  My sugar is all gone. 
Lasted 8 days.  Have been here 40
days it has been 65 days since I left
home which is the longest time I was
ever from home.  I have not been out
of the enclosure since I have been
here.  Have lived as quiet way as I
could have not mixed up with the
throng much as their principal
occupation is to swear & drink.  If
they can get it & they manage to get a
considerable.  Talk all kinds of the
most vulgar talk & play cards which
is by far the most eveditable part of
the performance.  I have not anything
more to write to day only we had bean
soup for dinner.  I get my coffee &
soup in my new pail.  I can get all I
want & have some left for the next
meal.  I will quit as the soldiers are
just a starting.
April 22 . It is now near dark.  It hasnd

been a very pleasant day every think
looks pleasant & encourageing.  My

health is quite good consequently in
good spirits.  I received your letter to
day & one from Wm. & Ann Eliza. 
Father health is very poor.  I should
think by the way they write it was very
probable he would not live long.  The
rest of our folks are well.  They are
going to send me a box of provisions
when they can if I get located where
they can.  It is now dark.
April 23  it has rained considerablyrd

over night & is some what unpleasant
this morning.  It was 23 acres of land
not seeded instead of 16 as I wrote in
the other letter of that clover chaff is
not.   Got probably there had be ½
bushels each of clover & timothy seed
bought. The clover be put on the
thickest where the ground is dry. Better
wait about buying until you are sure
that the clover chaff is comeing.   I will
write to Haywood about it & the calf
skins but it is not sure that the skins
will be done.  I bargained with Wm.
Carrington for my part of the seed oats. 
The talk was it would be about 23
bushel or 22 ½.  I was to furnish one
half the seed for what was ploughed &
one third for the next & to have that
proportion of the crop if Luther &
Stephen will roll the seed in plaster.  I
think it will pay & sow enough on the
meadow to make a ton.  You can do
what is right about it with them.  I
concluded there was 16 acres in that
piece over to your Fathers line & 7
acres in Bens.  I was very glad to hear
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Cora was doing so well.  Mary Jane
complains that I do not write to her. 
One half is to her of this.  I would
exceedingly glad to see her & every
one of you together with all the
friends.  There is talk we are going to
be sent to a New York in 3 or 4 days. 
You need not send any more letters
after you get this until you get another
as I go from here.  I will write again
in 2 or 3 days.  I hope this recd it
letter Tuesday. 

Love S. Knapp.
My love & one million good wishes.

Sutler’s Tent

Fort C. F. Smith May 2d 1864
Dear Sir,

Yours of the 29  ult. Came dulyth

to hand last night.  You asked what
there was about this regiment leaving
For C. F. Smith.  I do not see any thing
that looks like a move.  The officers are
makeing garden & fixing up as though
they intended to stay here this Summer
& this company has got tents to go in. 
They think the bomb proof is not
healthy so that does not look like
leaveing & the Colonel said a few days
ago that this regiment would stay in
these ports all summer.  Everything
goes on smoothly here I never enjoyed
better health than I have since I have
been here.  I got letter from my folks
yesterday.  They was well.  G. Brown
has had the mumps has been quite sick
but he has got smart so he is on duty.  I
do not think there is a better place in
the army than we have got.  We have
but little to do & fare well.   I like it
well better than I thought I should.  Get
in this company if you can it is as good
as any in the regiment.  Is there any
more there comeing in this regiment. 
There is about 2000 men in it now. 
There is another reason that makes me
think we shal not leave here that is
these are the out side fortifications &
this regiment is acquainted with the
works of country around here & the
war department will not put raw troops
in there Forts.  Your & c S. Knapp

Lewis Green
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Harts Island, N.Y. Harbor
May 8 , 1864th

My Dear Friends,
It is with feelings of anxiety

that I write you.  I have not heard
from you since the middle of Apr. 
The letters you have sent to Albany
have not been forwarded here
although it was so agreed.  My health
is good & aside from an intense
desire to be at home am enjoying very
well.  I have worked at the
carpendering trade since I have been
here every day except Sundays.  Have
not had any time to write & 

concluded that you would get a letter
just as quick sent Monday as Saturday. 
You would not get it until next
Saturday any way.   I have a letter from
Lewis which I send you so you can see
for your selves.  I should have been
sent on last Thursday if I had not been
off to work when they were paying off
the men.  The men get 60 dollars U S
Bounty one months pay here the $50
State Bounty is not paid until they get
to their Regt.  This is a very handsome
place though the Island of it self is not
beautiful but the surroundings are nice. 
Fort Schuyler 3 miles toward N.Y. is in
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sight.  City Island in the same
direction, Davids Island is north east
about 1 mile to the west there is water
as far as the eye can reach & I have
counted 4 sail of vessels in sight at
once.  On the south is Long Island on
the north is York State.  Vegetation is
putting forth.  The weather is as nice
as can be but pretty warm to work. 
They have a horse here which has
many riders.  It s a new place here. 
They are just building it up for
Government purposes & all that are
well are required to work.  There is
several on the horse every day with
labels on their backs.  I am to lazy to
work.  There is no trusting any body
here unless you are personally
acquainted.  Not even the
Commission of Officers. Even the
Cook (cheat) you out of the best of
your rations.  An army treated as the
men are here & at Albany would be
little value.  The fare is much the
same here as at Albany but of a better
quality but no potatoes.  It is now
near sundown.  I have just returned
from eating my supper.  Which was a
pint of coffee so called & a piece of
meat.  I thought if I was at home &
had to sit down to as poor a supper as
that I should be down pretty low in
the scale.  The cooks & petty Officers
eat by themselves & have all the
sugar they want & thus rob the men. 
It is no more theirs than the rest as the
men.  However it is all on the three

years & person wont starve if well on
such fare.  But O what a place for a
sick person.  If he is not so sick he
cannot stand he would not be carried to
the hospital.  It was so at Albany.  I
have not had so much chance to see by
experience.  Here it is all on the blaze
of excitement.

Here now in regard to Grant
operations everyone to particular
interested for a successful termination
of his operations but O what an awful
cost of life the operations of the next
month will cause.  I have seen some of
the Regt. what have been all through
the war & have re enlisted to see it to
the end.  It is almost with feelings of
awe you stand in the presence of men
who have been in a dozen battles or
more & who have been reduced from
1,000 strong to 300 & know that they
are again going to battle again.  I saw
the 81  N.Y. V. At Albany betweenst

two & three hundred.  The hardships of
camp life had weened out all of the
poor faces & cured them.  They were
without an exception dark brown tough
looking men who have the marks of
time on their faces.  Some of the same
men have been killed (?)–.  At eve this
the boat has just come in with later
news which is cheerful if only proves
true but I shall feel better if it is
confirmed tomorrow.  The East side of
the Hudson River from 20 or 30 miles
above NY is almost one continuous
village. The slopes gradually back from
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the River & is over half shade trees
and underneath which is gras is as
much the same on Long Island.

Time is fast passing away.  It is
almost 12 weeks since I left home.  I
have a retreat here.  It is an old
Hogshead with one head out which I
have turned toward the water & get in
so no one can see me.  So then I am
all alone so I can muse & think of the
past & future both in time & eternity
of home & all its surroundings, of the
children & what they are probably
doing.  I have thought the school was
probably begun the last week.  That
Hattie & LaGrand & perhaps Vergy
was going to school.  Little Cory.  I
sympathize with her & think I can see
her trugging about rather clumsily &
all of the rest a laughing at her. Little
Ellis I have not forgot him & as for
Mary Jane she finds a place in my
thoughts second to none. Of the rest
of children.  In short I shall come the
next opportunity.  See you all I would
like to see many others besides.  It is
dark.  I cannot see what I am writing.
I did not get this in the mail this
morning.  It is near night now it has
rained most tremendious hard but has
not rained the water as I can tell.  I
want you to write when you get these
two letters.  One directed to Seymour
Knapp Co. G 2  NY V. Artillery Fortnd

C G Smith, Washington care of Lewis
Green & another short one directed to
this place.  There is not trusting to

their sending forward letters.  It was
agreed to forward them from Albany
but none have come I think I shall be in
Washington by the time a letter get
back.  If Lewis can take care of it for
me until I do get there.  I do not worry
about you but it would be very pleasant
to be with you.  I hope the Being who
watches over us & protects us whose
all seeing eye is ever upon us will
permit the consideration of most ardent
desires.
From your best friend, S. Knapp

Harts Island, N.Y. Harbor
May 15 , 1864th

Dearest Friends,
Received your letter the 12 was

very glad to hear from you & that every
thing seemed getting along so well. 
My health has been poor 3 or 4 days so
I went to the Drs am better now.  I am
not quite as fleshy as I was when I left
home.  I am not eating enough to
produce the gout.  Have had a letter
from Erastus.  Father & Mother was
getting smart but Father was very poor. 
Tracy was working the place.  Erastus
is at work for Wm. Cagen at 1.75 a day
& board.  The rest of our folks were
well.  They have sent a box of
provision to Albany for me but I may
not get it.  Am going to write to Albany
to have it forwarded to me but it is
doubtful when it comes.  I am not
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spending money very fast.  20 cts
since I came here all of it for writing
paper & newspaper.  Butter is sold at
50 cts.  I have 50 cts of the money
had when I left home & Erastus sent
me 50 more.  He was afraid I would
be gone & never get it or he would
have sent me more.  It will take the
most of what I have left to pay the
freight on the box if it comes.  I don’t
know what you will do for money but
if I am not paid I shall not be sent on
so I remain contented to remain here
with out my pay all summer if suits
the rest of people.  You will see that
there is awful slaughter off south
now.  More than one that were at
Albany & were very importent to be
forwarded to their Reg are without
doubt among the slain.  The War in
my opinion cant last long but long
enough to make thousands of sorry
names.  If you have a chance send
word to Dr. Fitch how it is about my
not getting my pay if I stay here long. 
I will send him a letter.  I guess it will
be best to buy 1/4 bushel of clover
seed.  Move1/4 of bushel of timothy
if you have a chance with out trouble. 
You can get it to Nobles without the
money.  I have found one honest man
here.  I left my knife on the table
when I eat & forgot it for some time. 
He found it and handed it to me.  It
was my Jack knife.  The best I have
ever had. Worth a dollar here.  The
one I got to Delhi.  You must not let

Mr. Longworthy or any one else things
over run you.  But get along without
trouble if you can.  But be firm if mild
means will not do you will have to try
harsher means.  When you write agin
let me know if you got that package of
things from Oneonta I sent by Express
from Albany.

It rained here yesterday
considerable.  The wind blew a Sloop
on to the shore of this Island the other
night & stove a hole in it.  The chances
are men to get away are small here than
though some to manage to do it some
how.  We have a mess room for each
company with Table & seats.  I would
be very glad to see all and enjoy your
society.  There are many around there I
would be pleased to see.  If you have a
chance send over to Oneonta & inquire
if Mr. Fordham got that Rail Road
Certificate.  If he has got it & take care
of it when you write let me know how
much hay you had to buy and all
particulars in regard to business.  You
must buy enough to make you
comfortable & the children.  I want
little Virgy to learn as fast as he can &
be a good boy & not quarrell with the
other little boys & grow as fast as he
can so when I come home he can go all
over with me.  LaGrand I am afraid if
he don’t look out he wont keep up with
the other boys as he likes to look
around better than on his book.  But
Hattie, she will go it with a storm in her
studies learn everything.  Mary Jane
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must not work her self to death
making posy beds.  But make what
you can conveniently as I expect to
live there after this.  You may make
up your mind that I feel in pretty good
spirits & firmly believe I shall come
home & that long before three years is
out & hope to see you all in good
health & spirits.  What more shall I
write to fill up this sheet.  I often
think I write more than is interesting. 
I have heard all about the Hillsdale
folks by a man who has always lived
there.  Was well acquainted with
Father.  It was gratifying to hear from
the place of my childhood & all of the
friends.  Also heard from Summit.  It
is near night now a large lot are going
tomorrow but I will not be of the
number.  I think I wrote before for
you to send a letter to me at
Washington.  If you have not you
need not but send here until I leave. 
The letters at Albany were forwarded
to the Regt. they will be here from
there.  Write as often as you have a
chance to send to the post.

Yours forever S. Knapp

I had thought I could get all that
would be interesting on this sheet but
concluded to write more.                      
          

               Jane Green Knapp
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May 12  1864th

Dear Brother,
We are all well.  I have

received your letter this day.  The hay
Butts was dissatisfied about the
quality of it but not the amount and he
would not feed it out untill he went
up to Franklin and seen your wife
about it.  He said she told him to feed
it out and you would do what was
right about it.  The cows he said he
ws satisfied with for the hundred
Dollars.  The note he holds against
you I do not know any thing about. 
Butts and Buckbee traded farms even
and I helped on the trade all I could.  I
sold what logs I got on the bank for
four hundred and 24 Dollars to H.
Wilcox but have not got my money
yet for them.  It was seven Dollars per
thousand and I have got the Finks off
from the hill and they are gone to
parts unknown and old Phebe has
been back trying to live on the hill
again.  She said she was a going to
hold the place and said she had about
paid for it and so on but I have got
her off and got the house torn down
to the ground and she has moved off
mad and crazy as ever and Mrs. Van
Alstine is about to move up by R.
Crippens in the old school house.  So
I am in hopes to have some peace yet
this summer.  I have sold the old Gee
place to Emerson Denio and got two
cows for a payment nothing more that
I think of at present.

Truly yours,
H. Knapp

Seymour writes to his wife on the
back of the previous letter...

Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor,
May 19 , 1864th

Dear Friends,
I embrace another opportunity to

write a few lines to you.  I am enjoying
a tolerable measure of health although
my health is not as good as it has been
ordinarily at home.  I am now in the
mess room which is my office now as I
am taking care of it and cleaning it now
for my business.  I like it very well as I
can stay in here when I want to be away
from the crowd & it makes a first rate
place to write.  I am looking for another
letter rom you.  When your write again
after receiving this what you know in
regard to Butts & the hay.  How much
what he left was called, how much on
what you know about the salt he left. 
We left 60. Lewis owed us 60 lbs salt. 
If yu get a chance send to Delhi & get a
copy of that note you say Dr. Fitch has
got and see if Butts has made any
endorsement on it or not for the hay.  I
want to see if the note is payable to the
bearer or not.  You see what Haywood
writes about the hay & c.  I have had a
letter from Erastus as I wrote you
before.  I have answered it & expect
another in return.  I have sent a letter to
Albany to have that box forwarded
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down here but it has not come yet but
it is about time probably.  I shall not
see it even.  I have wrote a letter to
Lewis again & expect an answer in
return in a day or two.  I am anxious
to know what is regard to taking men
away from around Washington.

At the top of this letter is written
and crossed off....

“I expect I have correctly about
matters there by a letter from here
one of the men belonging to my Reg. 
There is a new regt being formed out
of the ----- who are being sent forth
to----on your other point south the
rest are to remain at the fort they
now occupy, a large lot of heavy
artillery have left for the front so it is
said & in all probablitity my being
left back will be the means of my not
being first in the new Regts sent off
if ever”

He continues on with his letter.....

I shall rejoice on account of being left
back to long.  A large lot went away
Monday last from here.  One reason
why it is better for me to take care of
the mess now is that I don’t eat until
the men & then the officers eat so
often the Officers eat there is a better
chance than with the men.
May 21 , 1864 It is now near night.  Ist

am in the mess room thinking of the
ones I love so well.  I received your

business letter.  Was glad to hear that
the shoes were a fit but you don’t say
what you put them on to.  I received an
answer to my letter I sent to Albany for
the box saying I must send $2 to them
before they would forward it.  That
would pay all charges on it to this place. 
I have not got the money & didn’t know
but when the box got here I might be
some where else so I have sent a letter
to day to Erastus with another in it.  He
can order it back to Corning or send by
canal & get it.  I am living very well
now.  Have all the butter & sugar & tea
& coffee & fresh meat properly cooked
with potatoes once a day.  To day the
officers had a boiled pudding with
raisins in it there is plenty left after they
are done.  But my appetite is not as
good as it is some times.  I have been
washing this afternoon for a Sergeant. 
He gave me 50 cts which was more than
it was worth.  I have been at something
most of the day.  The first think I got up
was to write a letter to Erastus so as to
have go today at 7 o.c.A.M.  Then after
breakfast I scoured the tables sewed up
some rips in the pockets of my coat
looked at certain picture I carry with me
combed my hair & son on among the
rest.  I posted my expenses since I left
Norwich.
For newspapers 90

postage stamps 91
writing paper 10
... on a bet   25
milk 25
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2 eggs 06
half a small pie 10
Blacking & brush 30
1/4 bar of soap 10
small pail 25
sugar   85
apples 15
shoes 50
to express carrying bundle     50
cheese 10
cooking glass 20
                            6.12
$2.56 I can eat up.  The ballance is
for things part of which I have now. 
The Gov. furnishes soap here.  I had
forgot to day to say to Mary Jane that
I have not shaved since the first of
March except around my mouth and
along out to the ear.  It is difficult to
obtain stamps they are often sold for
5 & even 10 cts.  Envelopes are sold
at the sutlers for 1 ct a piece but must
take five.  If you can send some
stamps & an envelope each letter.
Sunday May 22.  I see by the papers
to day that the most of the Heavy
Artillery has gone to the front among
them the 2  & were in a hard Battlend

on Thursday.  There was a list of the
wounded in the papers.  Some of the
Heavy Artillery Reg lost a great many
but the 2  had but few & none ofnd

them that I knew.  It may be that a
merciful Providence has had a hand in
helping me back as it seems
wonderful that I am so delayed. 
There is one thing certain that there

will be much of the terrible fighting
done before I shall get there.  These
Artillery Reg act as Infantry.  You will
know about it by Uncle Phineas before
this will reach you probably.

My health is tolerable good.  I
shall not get any money while I stay
here but I am content to stay.  Thinking
you would rather I would be here if I
never got any money to send yo than to
be sent on & get my pay fourthwith . 
There are many here who are growling
continually because they are not paid &
sent on.  They don’t know when they
are well off.  
May 23.  Morning.  I have not had any
letter from Lewis yet.  I am satisfied he
is gone from Washington the 144  Reg.th

is there I see to.  I guess they are
concentrating nearly all the troops they
have got there which is what they
should do.  I don’t want you to worry
about me.  I intend to do my duty where
ever I am put but I hardly think I shall
get there until the work of the fighting is
over if at all.  I will write again,

Love S. Knapp
You need not put on my letters of a
Company when you write.



153

Near Petersburg

Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor
May 26 , 1864th

Dear Friends,
I received your letter of the 20th

& was very glad to hear from you.  If
I could get a letter every day I would
be glad.  It gives me great satisfaction
to know that you are getting along so
well.  I think by the time I get back
you will get so you can work the
farm, it seems you have got so smart
you can carry potatoes from your
Fathers & plant them but I guess it
makes you pretty tired.

I am much gratified to know
that Mary Janes health is so good.  On
her own account & on yours as she is
so much more able to help you. 
Hattie I know she will be a good girl
& learn as fast as she can.  I hope
Lagrand will try to keep up with his
class.  I am glad he thinks he can.  I
know he can if he trys but above all
things I hope he wont get mad &
throw stones at the other little boys as
it looks very bad.  Virgy I immagine I
can see him running along over the

hill to school & walk up like a man &
read his lessons.  Ella & Cora are
lonesome enough when the other
children are gone to school.  Ill warrant
they do up all the mischief when the
other children are gone to school.  I
have not got any money yet nor shall I
until I am about to leave here.  I am well
satisfied to stay here wait for the pay
until some future time if it is the full
three years.  The Reg I belong to the 2nd

is in Grants Army & were in some of the
Battles as I saw in the list of wounded
men.  A number who were in the 2nd

N.Y. V. Artillery.  I wrote to Lewis ten
days ago & have not got no answer 
yet.  They are undoubtedly with the
Reg. In the field.  The 144  is in Grantsth

and Butlers army. 

            
                         Grant
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I think the doom of the Rebellion is
near at hand as Grant must have a
prodigious army concentrated under
him who will be able to sweep all
before them.  But Oh the thousands of
widows and fatherless children which
will be made before it can be
accomplished. Every day I stay here
may save me from being in a furious
battle, there is one thing certain I
shall not get there until much of the
hard fighting will by done but
somehow or other it don’t seem as if I
should ever be there.  I feel like
trusting in God & leaving the result
with him who doeth all things well.  It
is a very rainy day to day.  I am still at
work in the mess room.  I enjoy me
self as well as can be expected.  I did
not expect it to lead a life of pleasure. 
I have had another letter from
Erastus.  He sent me $1.00 & had sent
me 50 cts before.  Father was getting
smart.  He had walked 1 mile & back.
May 27 , 1864.  We had one of theth

most rainy days yesterday that we

ever get.  It rained continously all day &
all night but it is pleasant to day &
warm.  I am afflicted with the headache
to day & feel bad generally.  It is now 4
o.c. P.M.  I am in the mess room have
been to bed part of the day.  There is no
doubt but Lewis & the rest of the boys
are gone away from Washington as I
have not had any letter from Lewis & I
wrote 12 days ago.  I think it quite
probable there will be no more men sent
away from here until grant has Grant
has either thrashed the enemy or got
thrashed.  It is so said here.  Time is
rolling on it is now 101 days since I left
home & almost 5 months since I
enlisted.  I have strong hopes of
comeing home in a little while. There is
many hard customers here.  One of the
cooks stabed a man so he died &
enlisted to save himself from the State
Prison.  There is so much stealing &
robbery but I have not lost anything
except a plait & know who has got that
but made no words about this.
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The Army so far as I have observed is
a complete despotism.  One man it is
said was raised up by his thumbs for
saying to the Commissionary that the
meat was not good or words to that
effect.  I don’t doubt but that it was so
as I was down there to day see them
issue meat.  I would not eat & we
don’t get any such here as the butcher
boards here.  It don’t make much
difference to me as I don’t eat much
just now.  If the men had what is
drawn for them to eat they would fare
much better but they don’t get 2/3 of
sugar now.  More than ½ the beans &
rice & molysses. The two cooks the
Almighty never let meaner men live. 
If I was at home I kick them out doors

but they don’t know but I think they are
all right.  I am bound to have no words
with any one.  I am large enough no one
will attempt any violence.  There are
some small ones who are pushed around
at pleasure of certain mean whelps.  Oh
if I could be with you when I have
nothing to do but time will unveil the
whole matter.  There is no probability 
of haveing to stay three years.  
May 30 .  I am about as usual for me. th

To day in the Army there is known
before hand.  There a large lot going to
the Potomac Army tomorrow.  They
signed the pay roll yesterday but I am
left out.  Don’t you feel bad about it.  I
don’t but I will get no money until I am
sent.  

My love & Best Wishes
S Knapp

May 30th

It is now near night.  I calculated
to mail it this morning but it had gone
when I got to the office.  I had not
sealed it so I will write some more.  I
got a letter from Ann Eliza to day.  Her
heath is poor so she is just able to be
around.  Grace was quite sick.  Father
was so he could plant corn a half hour at
a time.  She sent me 42 stamps 4
envelopes $1.25 so I am quite well off
for money. As I spend none except for
writing purposes.  I got 60 cts & a
Testament for washing.  I feel very poor
all along now no appetite to eat a cold
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on my lungs, headache & I think I
will be worth but little for a soldier as
I have had moderate dysentery ever
since I went to Albany.  Sometimes
bad but not generally so I grow poor
some.  But it is much better for me to
be sick than you as it don’t make any
with me here.  My time goes on just
the same as if I was ever so well.  Not
so with you.  What would become of
the children.  It is after supper now &
is quite dark.
May 31  morning.st

I some better than I did last
night.  Do usually in the morning.  I
have got to gether 1 checkered
woolen shirt, one like mine nearly
new only torn down the one side to
the bottom.  One white knit cotton
somewhat worn.  5 cotton flannell
shirts, white or would be if bleached,
three quite white now, the 5 are but
little worn, 6 pair of drawers, jean &
cotton flannell white, some worn but
little all good.  1 pair of tow cloth
pants these last I riped open on the
inside of the legs & before sowed the
inside of the legs together & done up
the whole in them with one pair of my
drawers, a testament Catholic.  I got
of one of the cooks for washing a
good cure knife 2 waters kegs, 2 slate
pencils.  I guess you will think they
are well put together.  I may have
some trouble to get to the Express. 
Shall send them to Delhi to Stephen
as he goes oftener.  I shall send in a

few days if he goes any time after you 
get this sent. These things were give to
me or thrown away by those who did
not want to wear drawers or undershirts. 
I have washed them but you must boil
them the first thing. You must not worry
about me as I shall come around all
right.  I am confident.

Write often hope to see you soon. 
S, Knapp

Island, N.Y. Harbor
June 2  1864nd

My Dear Friends, I am still in the land
of the living though I am not enjoying
good health.  My appetite is very poor. 
So I eat but little.  I was weighed
yesterday & weighed 142 in shirt
sleeves.  Which is 10 pounds less then I
have even weighed since I was 21 years
old.  I am expecting a letter from you to
night ...  I am still here how long I shall
remain here I cant say.  Yesterday a
large lot of men went away.  I
occasionally read over the whole of the
letters I have had from home.  It helps
kill time.  I think you improve in your
writing considerable.  
June 5 .  It is now 4 o.c. P..M.  Myth

health is some better than yesterday.  I
have not received any letter from you
this week.  I have sent that bundle to
N.Y. yesterday to be put in the Express
Office by George Freeman of Norwich. 
He is to send an Empress receipt back
here.  I will send it to you.  Gave him 75
cts for his trouble.  There is in addition
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to what I wrote before in the bundle
an overcoat cape which is nearly new
some one had left behind when they
went off.  A new testament with
motto & quotations in the fore part. 
This was left in the same way.  A man
had been around & gave each one
who had no testament one like this. 
LaGrand must have this & Hattie the
other one.  I found 2 adamantine
candles.  I crowded in at end after the
bundle was packed.  Probably they
will be worth but little. There is a
small rope for Virgy to tie around the
cat or draw a box with.  For fear the
other letter wont reach you I will say
again the Bundle is directed to
Stephen at Delhi.  If Leroy goes over
first get an order from Stephen &
send by him on or any one else if it
lays long there will be extra charges. 
I have so little money & so know
little when I shall get more.  I did not
send money to pay the weight.  The
package will weigh at least 15 pounds
& is worth at present price $10 or 12.  
 I wish you would write what goods
are worth.  I think they must be higher
than ever.  The most of it those who
have been here would feel it beneath
their dignity to be gathering up such
clothing.  I went to work in a quiet
way and gathered them to two
different times.  It was some trouble
to get them off the office.  I would
sent them 2 weeks earlier if I had an
opportunity but if they reach you all

safe I feel well repaid.  It will save you
more patching.  I know I think a couple
of the shirts and my drawers you had
better have for the present.  You will do
what you think best.  I want you to write
more small things.  Anything is
interesting to me if from home.  I think
you had better pack all the butter you
make as I have no doubt it will be very
high in the fall if you are in want of
money borrow some of Wm. Carrington
or some one else.  It will be better than
to dribble out the butter after you make
some worth while.  Get you a pig.  Pork
is $30 in N.Y.
June 4 .  Morning.  I got disappointedth

in getting a letter last night from you.  I
thought I would send this so you could
get the receipt & know that the bundle
had been sent.  I would like to know
about Wilbur & if you have heard any
thing of Lewis & the other boys by
Uncle Phins folks or Gilbert & Abram
Houck.  My health is a little better than
it was 2 or 3 days ago.  If the War
continues over the winter prices will be
enormous & the expansion of the public
debt the increase of paper money will
raise the price of gold to 100 per at least
there.  Butter at 40 cts will but 20 in
gold.  If I could only be home to eat
strawberries .  I think I would flesh up. 
Strawberries & custard is the only think
almost that would go down with a
relish.  Write how things look what the
prospect is for fruit.  How the heifers
break & what the prospect is of their
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making good cows.  Whether the
yearling comes in or not.  Whether
you are pestered with Longworthys
sheep.  Write about dear little Cora &
every one of the rest of the children. 
But Cora in particular.  I think I can
see her there standing up by a chair
good natured & pleasant.  Walking
two or three steps to another chair a
number of other little feet bobbin
around.  No prospect of leaving as I
know of.  My affection & best wishes
to you all.

Seymour Knapp

You need not be to very great pains to
get letters in the Post Office in
hurrying times of year you may not
have a chance to send.  I will engage
not feel hard but as often as
convenient.

Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor 
June 9 , 1864th

Dear Friends.
I embrace this opportunity to

write a few lines to you.  My health is
better than it was a week ago but I
have no sharp appetite to eat.  I will
give you one days work today.  Got
up before the bugle sounded came to
mess room & wrote a half sheet of
paper over to Lewis, Willard and
Eben or either of them.  Put in stamp
envelope & paper to answer.  Then

went & put it in the office.  The men
were just come after their breakfast. 
Cleaned off the table then put the dishes
on the table upper tendrom.    The
dishes are the same as the soldiers have. 
Then the snobs eat.  Then I eat.  Had
bread & butter some sauce.  There is
nothing saved.  All is thrown away that
is not ate but butter.  The apple sauce I
save 2 days ago when I was told to
throw it out.  It had been stewed &
sweetened that day so I saved my pail
full.  About a quart.  Coffee I don’t
drink any more.  I think it hurts me. 
Clean off the table then I sit down &
write it down.  
June 10.  Early in the morning to now 7
½ o.c.  Next wrote part of a letter to S.
F. Miller.  Then was called out on the
parade ground every man & remain out
from 9 ½ to 12 ½ it was rather hard.  I
got pretty tired standing.  I am not very
stout.  The roll was called.  The object
was to find some men that was missing
to see if they was on the Island. 
Whether they found them or not I don’t
know as I as no questions.  The men eat
their dinner & I read newspaper while
they are at it.  I then clean off the table it
is done by a short handle broom.  The
men take care of their own dishes. 
What is left of their rations is left on the
table.  It is swept with the broom into a
tub made of an old mail bag by holding
the bag with one hand & sweep with the
other.  The pieces of bread we used to
wife up the grease if any has got on the
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table.  The tables I scour Saturdays.  I
then set the tables for others.  They
eat & I eat after with the cooks.  Have
bake pudding.  I eat quite smart.  I
then cleaned off the table went in to
the cook house helped wash the
dishes.  One of the cooks had to leave
& go to his Reg. The first of June.  It
was the one that killed the man as I
wrote you enlisted to get out of the
scrape.  He was the meanest of the
two by half.  I then read the paper
while the water was getting hot or
until nearly 4 o.c. P.M.  I then went to
washing.  Washed a fine shirt &
collar & another shirt & drawer & 2
pairs of stockings for the cook, etc. 
fine shirt & drawers for a hospital
steward who is with our upper ten
who board here.  One pari of pants 2
shirts 3 collars for a soldier.  It took
till dark except cleaning off the tables
after the men eat and setting the other
table & cleaning it off don’t have
anything to do with the drying or
washing the cooks things.  I get
nothing only a chance to heat water. 
It gives me more liberties around the
cook house & him dependent on me. 
The other things I got 35 cts for
washing.  Got 50 cts yesterday.  Got a
shirt 2 drawers to wash today which
will be 15 which makes me $1.00 for
washing this week.  I go to bed as
soon as it dark.  At 9 the lights are put
out & all noise must cease.
I have had no answer to the letter I

sent to Lewis the 17 of May.  I am not
very fleshy weigh 142.  20 less than
when I went to Albany.  Nobody ever
seen me so poor as I am now.  I don’t
think my appetite is poor.  I eat no more
than ½ what I usually do & that I have
no particular wish for as a general thing. 
I will write about the bundle I sent to
Delhi I wrote in the other letter.  That
letter may not reach you.  It was
directed to Stephen by express.  I am not
wearing out clothing or boots very fast. 
I travel around but little.  The law to pay
$300 to get off if drafted will be
repealed in 10 days or less so that every
man drafted will have to go or get a
substitute and there will be another call
for troops in less than two weeks.  I
have took down what you write about
getting in deb 10 fold.  The cattle is very
cheap.  All but the wood comes to
$153.84.  Write all about your affairs
and little incidents.  How your garden
looks & what you have planted & about
the heifers, about the oats, Mr.
Longworthys sheep & the fences & so
on.  Tell La Grand I can see once in
awhile the backs of great fish up out of
the water as big as a saw log.  They are
Porpoise & good for nothing.  Am glad
Hattie goes to Sunday School.
June 11  morning-th

Health about as usual. You surmise as to
my health being the reason of my not
being sent on is correct.  There is
nothing as I can see to cause alarm as
long as I stay where I am not exposed
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but I think I would be clean down if I
were sent into the field.  Write often. 
My love & affection now & forever.

S Knapp

Hart Island, NY Harbor
June 15, 1864
My Dear Friends,

I am still here & when I say
Friends I mean all.  The whole 7 in
particular.  Big & little together with
many others who do not seem quite so
near but who I respect & would very
glad to see.  It is now near night.  My
health is quite good.  I have not drank
any coffee or eat but little met for 2
weeks.  I feel much better than I did
then.  Last week I washed.  To come
too 1.40 in all to 2.80 that I have got
& about 50 cts more coming
yesterday.  I washed to come to 90 cts
after three & washed a shirt & pants
for my self today.  What I have
washed will come to 40 cts.  

Had another letter from Ann
Eliza.  They are all well.  Father
getting along but poor.  As usual they
are for my Doctoring.  As if I was
about going in but I have got some
snap yet & don’t think I will doctor
much yet.  If I had to work much I
should go the Dr to get excused from
work as I did a few times before.  I
got in to the cook house but the work
here is not hard & out of the sun.  I
have grown poor considerable .  My
appetite is much better now than it

has been for sometime.  I only had some
thing to eat from home. A custard or
strawberry shortcake with good butter. 
What they get here is grease at 50 cts
eggs 40 cts with 20 cts a quar, half
water.  A custard is above my means. 
June 16 11 o.c. A.M.
Am comfortable don’t know a thing
about when I will go from here. May go
any day Don’t see my immediate
prospects but undoubtedly I shant stay
here always.  But you will have to go
without money as long as I stay here in
all probability.  But I don’t think that
will make you feel bad.  I don’t want
you to worry about me.  I am doing well
now but could not stand it out in camp. 
Write when you get that bundle.  I
expected some to get a letter from you
last night but was disappointed.  It is 4
months today since I left home.  5 ½
since I enlisted.  I am very anxious to
hear from Lewis & the other boys. 
Write what you know about them.  I am
very anxious about Grants success.  He
has crossed the James River & got
South of Richmond.  The very spot I
think he ought to be in to cut off them
supplies & keep them from running
away with their munitions of war. 
There will be terrible fighting soon and
a many a worry and beating heart will
then cease its continuous motion.  The
body will then moulden back to its
Mother dust.  Await until the
Resurection morn.  Far Far away from
home & friend most dear.  But what
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must be the awful retribution that
must follow the authors of all this &
their supporters.  Hell it self wont
have a deep low enough to furnish
them for all the misery they have &
will cause.  I hope & pray that the end
is near but time will tell.  We must
hope for the best.
June 17. Night
Health tolerable good.  I have washed
enough to come to $3.60.  I am
getting quite popular as a washing
machine.  It is just about.  I have the
reputation of doing it better than they
do at the Laundry where they do it
with a machine.  I have 10 cts for 1 &
15 cts for 2.  20 for three.  As to the
work on these.
June 18 . Saturday morning.th

Got no mail last night & no letter
from home since the 8  & only thatth

one since the 24  of May.  Had noth

answer to the letter I sent to Lewis &
Willard & Eben.  I fear there is
something wrong or I would have got
an answer to one on the other of the
letters I have sent.  Keep me posted
up as to how crops look.  Things will
be very high this fall.  Butter 35 or 40
cts pork now is worth $36 a barrell in
N.Y.  Oats will be from 75 to 90 cts. 
Write much & often never leave any
white paper but write it all over with
the sights.  Regards.

S. Knapp
June 19 .  I have not got any letter byth

writing.  I hurry it sending this in the

Saturdays mail.  I am well.  Every thing
looks about as usual when you send any
more letters write when you sent the one
before or number them so I can know.

Alanson Knapp
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The above letter is to Seymour
from his brother Erastus.

Corning, June 20  ‘64th

Dear Brother as I have for some time
been thinking of wrighting I now
have a few lesure hours which I take
to wright.  I supose Ann Elisa
informed you that Grace had been
sick.  She now just able to navigate
around a little the of my family are
well.  I have been over to our folkes
to day.  Julia is quite sick.  Father is
gaing slowly. He looks very mauger
Mother is quite smart considering her
siege of sickness through the winter. 

Tracy is doing wha little farming there
is to be done on the farm.  Augustus is
working my place on shares.  I am to
work on the boatyard.  I expect to work
there till haying comes on.  I have about
25 acres of hay to cut.  The weather is
very warm for a few days and it very dry
crops look rather poor.  George you
have got a letter from & supose as
mother said he wrote last Sunday.  I
have been thinking of going south to
work on railroad bridges or anything
that the times may require.  There is a
gang or company going from Corning
next week.  Capenters get three dollars
per day and found every thing from the
time they start till they get back.  I think
I should go in this company if weather
was not so warm.  I think I shall go in
the fall if there should be chane for it
which I think there will bee without
doubt.  I saw Ann Eliza letter to day in
which you have stated with regard to
your friends hav been unfortune at I
think you have been very fortuneately
placed where you are for if you had
been moved on with the rest of your
comrads you would sick before this
time if not killed.  It must need a iron
constitution to indure what many of our
soldiers indure.  I supose you are fare
better posted than I am as I don’t get
more than one hour to read in a day
altho I have been able to keep the
manovers of the armyes so far.

Grants last move is not known
fully I think after capturing Petersburg
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which I understand was the report
yesterday.  He will take and hold the
railroads and all communications.  I
think that is the best he can do.  The
soldiers that have don from this Town
are most of them under Sherman and
Banks and have a number of them
been killed and wounded.  There
seems to be a sadness with the
copperheads with regard to the
nomination of Lincoln.  I find that
Freemot is in there eye for they know
that they cant do nothing as party so
Freemont and the copperheads must
eat one another.  I have been taking
the Tibune for my news.  The time
soon run out I thought I would change
and take Briants paper if I could find
where to send and how.  I want you
wright often.  I if nothing more to let
us know how your health is.  Your
most respectfully

Erastus Knapp

On the same letter his sister, Grace,
writes.....

As Rast has been a writing and he had
got through and did not fill the sheet
so I though I would write a few lines
to you for I thought that you would
not get tired of reading when you was
there alone away from all your
friends.  When any one is away from
home they like to hear from all there
friends.  I have been made to wonder
why that you did enlist and leave your

little family when you think so much of
them but, there is a great many that
leave their homes and little ones to go in
defence of our country.  I supose it is
right but we feel bad to part with our
friends and have them go but I don’t
know but they will all have to go yet but
if they do we shall have to make the best
of it and trust in the Lord that he will
bring them safe home again and if not
that he will fit and prepare them to meet
him In peace and I hope you will and do
put your trust in God that he will keep
you from all harm and pray that he will
permit you to return to your home again
to behold the faces of the loved ones
that you have left behind you.  This is
the sincere prayer of your unworthy
sister I law, Grace B. Knapp

Note: There were eleven children born
to Alanson and Harriet Haywood
Knapp: Alanson, Ann Eliza, Erastus,
Seymour, Haywood, George, Electa,
Augustus, Harriet, Julia and John
Tracy.
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Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor
June 21, 1864
Dear Friends.

I am in tolerable health. 
Everything is going on about as usual. 
It is reported in the papers to day,
20 , a list of wounded men who wereth

wounded on 16  & 17  of June inth th

storming the works near Petersburg. 
L. Green Co. G. 2  NY.  It does notnd

say Artillery but I think there is no
doubt it is Lewis W.   H. Brown, 2nd

N.Y. is also in the list.  So there can
be no doubt that Lewis was not killed. 
Is reported they are having terrible
times down there.  Almost every day
a battle.  I think it is likely you will
get this when you get the one I sent
Sunday.  I have had no letter from
you since the 8 or 9. & only that one
since 24 of May.  Number your letters
so I will know whether I get the
whole 18 weeks since I left you in
haste.

My love to all.  S. Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor
June 23-
My Dear Friends.  I embrace this
another opportunity to write a few
lines.  I received your letter on
Tuesday night.  On Wednesday Night
I had one from George & one from
Erastus.  My health is quite good.  I
am sure lame in my hips though &
troubled with a sort of Neuralgia in
my face & temple.  The left side it

proceeds from the teeth I suppose & is
very painful at times.  I am staying in
the shade the most of the time.  I have
not drunk anything but water since the
first of June nor eat but little meat &
feel decidedly better for it.  It is very dry
here & hot.  They are drilling men here
these hot days.  I think I would wilt
soon.  Write whether you get them
railroad certificates of Mr. Ford & all
you hear in regard to Lewis & the boys. 
Eben could not be hurt very dangerously
or he would not have wrote.  I am very
anxious to hear from Lewis but will
have to wait until it comes from you. 
Today is Mary Janes birthday day.  She
is now 17.  I hope she will remember
that the swift wheels of time will carry
us all soon to the spirit world.  Never to
young to die.  I am still at this place but
how long I may stay here is all
uncertain.  I have staid here now beyond
what I dared to hope for the first of
April but every day counts one I shall
out of danger so many days less & it is
much easier here I think I would stand it
down there. S. Knapp
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Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor
June 25, 1864
It is now Saturday morning.  Though
I would send this morning so it would
get to you the middle of next week.  I
sent one Tuesday & 2 newspapers.  I
got your letter of May 27 last night it
had been to Washington I think.  I
want you to write often & much any
little things interesting from home.  I
reckon by the way you write that you
think I am about gone in with the
blues but I think I am in full as good
spirits as could be expected under the
circumstances.  When I am sick I
don’t feel as well as I do when I am
well & didn’t when I was at home.  It
gives me pleasure to hear you are
getting along so well.  You need not
send me any more stamps.  Ann Eliza
sent me 42 so I have got enough to
last me some time.  You may send
envelops as everyone costs 1 cent
here.  Georges children has had the
measles but well now.  I am feeling
very well now but how I would if I
should eat the regular soldiers fare is
a different thing but it is all on the
three years the ½ of one is almost
gone.  The war cant last the threes
years for the credit of goods will be
run down so by that time it will take
three Dollars in paper to buy one in
gold.  It takes $2.05. Prices will be
enormous unless the war takes a very
favorable turn & then things will be
very high so much paper money in

circulation.  Pork is over $40 in New
York & I have no doubt butter will 40 cts
this fall or more.  I have earned %5 a
washing I have the name of being the
best washer on the Island.  I will send
Mary Jane a letter in her envelope
addressed to her.  I am saving a penny by
writing on these ..... (?).  I must close
hoping and believing that the Almighty
will protect you & preserve you.

S. Knapp

      Siege at Petersburg, June 1864
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Letter from Lewis Green while in the
Columbia College Hospital, Washington,
D.C.
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Ward in a hospital in Washington,
DC

Washington June 23d/64
Dear Friend

I received yours some time
cinse but have not had time nor
opportunity to write till now.  I have
plenty of time now.  We left Fort
Smith May 15  the whole regimentth

abut 1800 men & went to the front &
we have been in the front ever cinse. 
We have been in several
engagements.  June 3d Eben had a
ball shot through both thighs.  I have
not heard from him.  The 6  Willardth

was sent to some hospital sick with a
fever.  I do not know anything about
him.  The 16  in chargeing on theth

rebels works before Petersburg I got
my fore finger stove all to pieces. 
The middle finger had something go
through it.  The next one that was all
tore to bits the fore finger is cut off

between the middle joint & the hand. 
The one next to the little is off at the
joint at the hand.  It is my left hand.  I
tell you  it is a bad hand.  Wm. Brown is
shot through the shin the bone is not
broken.  Our regiment is all cut up.  The
18  June Co. G. Out of 145 men it hadth

when we left Fort Smith, at roll call had
but 16 men.  Other Cos fared as hard
ours.  Write soon.  Direct to Columbian
College Hospital, Washington, D.C. Tent
No. 1 Ward No. 4.

Yours & c Lewis Green

And on this same letter, Seymour
writes to his family.......

Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor
June 27, 1864
My Dear Friends.  

I thought I would write a few lines
& send tomorrow morning with this
letter from Lewis.  Thinking you might
not get as correct news as soon any other
way.  My health is tolerable good & I am
having it as pleasant as I could expect.  I
do not expect to find any place like
home.  It is very dry & intolerable hot
here but the mess room is on the North
end of the building & much cooler than
any other place.  I stay in here the most
of the time as the most of my work is in
here & I stay in here when I have
nothing to do & read & write .  The mess
room & cook room is separate with only
square hole to hand the men them rations
through & is closed all the rest of the
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time.  I bring in my quilt & lay down
if I have time & inclination & think of
home & the future.  I imagine the
children when they come home from
school going out to pick strawberries
& Cora & Ellis crying to go along &
they come back a get them.  I hope
you will get a good lot of them.
June 28 - Early in the morning.  My
health is good but am a considerable
of a house plant.  I am very fortunate
in being left here as I have.  As the
battles are still rageing with awful
fury.  I guess they mean to make a
finish of the Rebellion by killing
them the rebels all off If they have to
loose as many.  I suppose it would be
for the best to do that if it could not
be done without.  Del. County is very
fortunate in their Reg being away
from these awful scenes of carnage. 
But the sooner it will be through with
we must hope for the best and trust in
God.  It must be awful down there. 
The heat & dry weather & dust.  It
has been the All Mighty will that  I
should not be there perhaps.

S Knapp

             Log Kitchen in 1864

Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor
June 28. 1864
Dear Friends, I thought I would write to
what time I had if I had nothing to say. 
It blowed quite hard in the afternoon &
evening of yesterday.  Is cool this
morning.  I hope it is not as dry there as
here but am afraid it is.  Time rolls away
fast. Haying in a few days more.  4  ofth

July next Monday.  If Mary Janes health
is near as to be proper for her to go up to
the upper Church to Sunday School I
would like to have her go but of course
she will do as she likes about it.  Write
who preaches at the Lower Church.  You
need not send any more stamps as I have
a plenty.  Ann Eliza sent me 42. I want to
know the calf & pig grow, what pork is
worth $40 a barrell.  Pork is of more
account. There is meat & bread enough
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thrown away here in this Co every
day to keep 4 families like you.  I had
a fine shirt give to me a couple of
days ago which cost $2.  2 weeks
before it was very badly sweated &
dirty bu I have got nearly all the spots
out.  I washed to come to 60, 70 cts
yesterday.  I will send you a few
dollars in a few days.  If I don’t get
any pay write about every little thing
even the old hen & chickens that
Mary Jane has.  The case of whether
the yearling give milk how much
butter you have made how much
Mary Janes shawl cost whether she
likes it & son on.  Wether Mr.
Longworthys sheep troubles you. 
How you have go the pastures
arranged. Whether the cattle trouble
you to keep them in their place.  How
much buck wheat they have sowed. 
How the grapes & every thing looks. 
What is said about the draft.  Whether
there was a draft for any men in
Franklin & above all how Cora &
Ellis& Virgie & LeGrand & Hattie &
Mary Jane and Jane get along. 
Together with Grand Pa & Grand Ma
& Leroy & Eliza & Harriet & Stephen
& Emeline & Ruth & Emily & the
last they have heard from Wilbur with
all of the neighbors.  What John
Munsons boys are doing & David
Carrington.  What wages are likely to
be paying.  I have not time to fill this
up or I would if it was not wroth
reading.  I sent a letter to Lewis &

one to Haywood & shall send one to
Erastus soon.  My writing takes
considerable time & postage papers &
envelopes.  Cost quite a bit.  You will get
this Saturday I expect.  I put one in the
office last Saturday to you.  I must close
& send my love & esteem in haste.

Seymour Knapp.

Hart Island, N.Y. Harbor
July 3nd 1864
Dear friends.
I had thoughts that I would send you this
to day although I sent one last Saturday
& one Tuesday.  If you are as glad to get
one from me as I am from you it will
pay.  I got one from you & one from
Stephen Wednesday night & one from
Wm. Edger last night.  Father is getting
well slowly.  Julia has been sick.  Erastus
sold his wool for 88 cts.  Wm has bought
another farm of 116 acres.  He had
bought a timber lot last fall very cheap
about the time we were there last winter
he got in oak that he has sold to come to
$1900 & has 200 thousand feet of tree
pine at the mill worth $20 a thousand
after it is drawed 5 miles & among his
farms timber lots & boat building &
repairing & stone he has all the business
he can attend to.  He says Ann Eliza has
got the plastering repaired & paper to
paper the wall & her carpets & feels rich. 
My health is good as it has been along
back.  It is very dry here it rained a little
Thursday night.  I am being kept back
most unaccountably.  It is now ½ year
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since I enlisted.  I am glad to hear that
Mary Janes health is so she can go to
the upper Church.  I am getting
money enough so I can send you ten
dollars in a few days if you have a
chance to send & can borrow money
send to the canal & get 1 or 2 barrells
of flour.  The draft that is like to be
will make considerable squirming but
it dont trouble me & it won’t you. 
Them that drawed in & paid last fall
were the lucky ones as they are clean
for three years.  Those that have been
drafted now don’t know how long it
will clear them.  The next call there is
nothing they can pay attall.  Congress
will do something to make the draft
more effectual in filling up the Army. 
I have washed a couple of dollars this
week.  You must not have John
Munson work out any Poll tax only
the land tax on the road.  You have
not wrote whether the yearling gave
milk or not.  Write how much butter
you have made if you have got a
cellar door on the out side whether
there is any milk rack now.  Your
Fathers & Mothers health is now.
How Jesse takes it his being drafted. 
I am sorry for him but he might have
enlisted last winter when he could
have got a large bounty.  You have
my best wishes.

Seymour Knapp

Zadock Green
Jane Green Knapp’s father

                   Ruth Dart Green
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Hart Island, N.Y. July 3, 1864
Dear Friends,

It is now near Friday night.  I
do not feel well.  Did not eat anything
last night eat a little this morning &
nothing at noon & don’t feel as if I
should want anything to night.  The
fact is there is nothing thats fit to eat
unless you have a good appetite.  We
get but little fresh meat.  Have butter
part of the time but it is only grease. 
My general health is poor.  I have not
eat in the past 4 months more than
half as much as I have years before. 
Part of the time considerable appetite
& then eat but little for a week.  I am
living very quietly here.  Have not
spoke to a commissioned Officer
more than 3 times since I went to
Albany and don’t know the names of
more than 3.  I have spent
considerable of the day laying down
& thinking of the future & the past. 
Have read my testament & read the
daily paper.  They have at last got a
draft law that will fill up the Army.
No commutation of $300 but go on
get a substitute.  It will come very
hard in some cases but will be
effectual in filling up the army.  
July 4.
My health as about as it was
yesterday.  This morning I went to the
sutlers to buy some milk for myself
for the first time.  It seemed as if
could eat some bread & milk.  They
had no milk but what was changed

but I got a pint & ½ for 5 cts.  Sweetened
it & put in some bread & eat it.  It wen
very well.
July 5
I am about as I was yesterday.  I laid
down the most of the day yesterday.  I
eat a few 3 spoonfuls of custard at noon
& it made me sick at the stomach all the
after noon yesterday.  I went to the Drs
last night.  He gave me some pills &
scolded me for not comeing before.  The
soldiers had what they called a good
time.  They drank ale & cider until 4 o.c.
when they began to be pretty boozy
generally.  & Some drunk when the
sutler had to stop selling.  I had another
letter from Lewis last night.  He is
getting along well.  His hand is painful
but not dangerous.  He says his fighting
is done.  Eben & Willard is at Alexandria
getting along well.  Eben was shot
through both thighs but bones was not
broken.  Wm. Brown he did not know
anything a bout.  He was comeing to a
hospital in New York in a few days.  I
went to Dr again this morning was
disgusted with him.  I have concluded
that I wont go near him as long as I can
walk.  He treated the men very mean.  I
had not eat anything 8 meals to speak of
& told him so, but he never come near
me.  But ordered me to have a sidlity
powder, which is something like
salaenatus water & acted when I could
hardly walk as if he thought there was
nothing the matter.
July 7.  I am very poorly as yet.  I guess I
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have got the Zanders as my eyes are
turning very yellow & my forehead &
body & what I rain is yellow.  I have
no cold.  I get a pint of milk a day &
eat that with bread in it.  There is
nothing else to be had here but what
is repulsive to me.

I have not washed any this
week so you wont get any money til I
get better which I hope will be soon. 
I have not got any letter this week &
begin to fear it has miscarried.
July 8.  My health is a great deal
better this morning.  Got a letter from
you last night was very glad to hear
from you again.  Have sent a letter to
Eben in this mail.  Should have sent
this sooner if I had well.  Jessee
Hopkins is here .  Got here the 5.  Is
not in our Co. But I have had several
chats with him about things around
there.  He is in good health & spirits. 
He wont stay here long as they send
drafted men & substitutes right on as
they can be put in any Regiment.  He
says wishes he had enlisted.  He
wants you write how his folks get
along & how his bees does so if he is
here he will hear.  Davids Island is
only 1 ½ miles from here in plain
view.  I am in hopes you have had
rain as it has rained some here & has
looked black in west & does now &
feels like rain.  I send my love to you
all & want you to kiss the little ones
for me.  I want to see you all.  Write
often & particulars.   S. Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y.
July 10, 1864
Dear Friends,

It is now near Sunday night.  I feel
better now than I did a week ago.  But
am poorly & I fear I shant be well soon. 
But time will tell.  It is fast passing away. 
145 days have passed since I left home. 
The summer soon will be past.  The fall
winds will then begin to blow.  Then the
leaves will begin to fade.  The trees will
be striped of their green foilage & left
naked for a long cold winters blasts.  So
year will succeed year till life is past &
the night of Death draws near.  Their
happy will we  be if we can only see a
bright spot in the future.  I wish I was
with you this Sunday afternoon.  I would
like to see the little ones play under the
Elm tree by the brook.  Oh how I want a
green apple pie or some currants stewed
on some new potatoes.  I suppose we
will get some new potatoes here.  I hope
the children will be good & regard the
Sabath day.  I suppose La Grand catches
some trout in the brook down below. 
But I guess they are not heavy enough to
break the pole.  I hope they will cut the
hay in good season.  I am in hopes you
have had rain there as it has rained here
some.  I like Mary Janes cloak well.  I
hope she will go to a meeting & use it
quite freely.  But you did not write
whether you paid for it or not.  You
wrote you had 30 lbs of butter and was
going to Franklin to get a shawl.  I think
Hattie ought to be pleased with her new
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dress.  I think you are running the
machine very well.  I am not sure but
I will let you play Mrs. Dart when I
get back.  I have got a bundle ready to
send home by express & will send it
soon.  It consists up 6 shirts, 3 pairs
of drawers, 2 pair of old stockings 1
cap 1 bottle 1 can with cover 1 knife
1 cu 1 collar 1 memorandum book &
straps & rope.  This has cost me 25
cts in money.  The red shirt which
scented with musk cost 25.  All of the
drawers I picked up when they had
been thrown away as dirt as a tar pot.
The fine shirts was give to me by a
man who had been here but a short
time when he went away.  Aid it cost
$2 only 2 weeks before.  1 of the
shirts one of the cooks was going to
cut up for an apron but I went to the
quartermaster & got him an old sack
for his apron & got the shirt.  1 shirt I
washed 2 other garments for the 2
dirty ones & one clean one.  The
owners deserted last week.  One was
left with me to wash last week but the
other 2 was under the tick in the other
mens bunks & the men in the barracks
didn’t find them when they
confiscated their things.  So I quietly 
confiscated them.  A mans things was
taken instantly when it known he is
gone.  The cup was kicking about
with no owner.  The other things in
the same way.  I was so sick last week
I didnt wash & send some up the
things dirty.  I have got these things
together one at a time in a way that I

don’t think a man knows I have sent a
thing way in our Co. Or any one else
except the men I sent by to express.
July 12.  Ellis three years old toady.  My
health is much better than last week.  I
washed yesterday to come to 70 cts.  I
sent the bundle & a receipt is in here.  I
have got a bunch of envelops for 20 cts. 
You need not send anymore for 8 weeks. 
Jessee is going this morning.  I gave 75
cts to get the P.M. to carry the bundle to
NY.  Cant send a large one as it would
get over handled to see what was in t so I
make it snug.  The garments you will
have to rip up &color for other things. 
Most of the men here feel above picking
up these things & their families at home
half naked no doubt.  Had a letter from
Haywood.  They have got a girl nearly 2
months old.  He calls it smart.  Butts left
about a ton of the hay & will pay him for
the rest what it is worth.  I have got to
get Haywood to get the other out of the
barn but it will sell next winter no doubt. 
If the drouth is there as is there as in
other places.  I will put a 1 dollar in this. 
Sent a letter Friday last.  Things are
getting tremedious high.

My love & c.  S. Knapp

Hart Island, N.Y.  
July 18, 1864
Dear Friends.  It is now Monday
morning before breakfast.  I am still here
& about as usual.  Nothing in particular
to write about.  The men that come now
are sent on very soon.  There has been a
great many signed the pay rolls & got
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their pay yesterday & a few days back
a report says a large lot are going
today.  But I hear nothing of my
signing on going but may be called
any time.  Sunday is the most
lonesome day.  Not a word on things
to be seen or done to denote that it is
Sunday except the sutler is not
allowed to sell until after 4 p.m.  The
weather is dry yet & like to be for
what I see.  I washed to come to $1.60
last week.  I had a spat with the little
mean cook a few days or rather he
with me but there was not any blood
shed. It happened in this way.  He & a
clerk in the adjutants office & I were
sitting at a table in the morning eating
& were talking.  He ordered me twice
to stop my noise.  I then said back I
will talk when I please.  He was in a
rage instantly & ordered me to take
my things & leave the room instantly. 
I should not do any such thing.  He
instantly jumped up & repeated his
demand.  I again answered him. I
should not & rose up to take care of
my self.  He was in an awful rage. 
His face looked like a demon.  He
does not weight over 100 lbs.  He
instantly flew around the mess room
to find something to strike with but
there was nothing to be had so he so
he came back & again told me to
leave.  But I didn’t budge & told him
I though I would have my breakfast
before I left any rate. So  he began to
cool down as he saw I wasnt
frightened.  He soon set down & then

I did.  He ate & went out & went to the
officer with it.  I expect.  But I heard
nothing none of it.  He is of that
disposition.  If he had found any thing to
have struck me with no matter what he
would have used it.  I have heard him say
he should have killed one of the cooks a
while ago with a large carving knife if he
had not been held.  He has an awful
disposition.  But has treated me better
since than before if anything.
July 13.  Morning.  I stand about as usual
an rather poor in flesh.  It is still day
here.  I found 10 cts & had 25 give to me
by a lady for coffee & other fixins which
I let her have when all the rest were
gone.  I had my towl stole but have found
another which was thrown away because
it was dirty.  It is as good as the other. 
There is more things thrown away here
because they are dirty & are to lazy to
wash them so throw away & go & draw
more.  It is said that last evenings prayers
had a call for 500,000 more men from
the President & they have got to come
now as paying $300 is not going to save
any one from going now.  Every thing is
working about as usual here.  I am
working considerable but not hard.  Time
is marching on, Twenty two weeks since
I left home past the middle of summer.  I
sent today a letter to Mr. Hopkins with a
receipt for Jessees money $32.  There is
a considerable many men comeing here
every day but they are sent on soon.
Don’t stay more than a week &
sometimes not 2 days.  I hardly think I
will leave here very soon.  It now seems
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to me as if I should but may at any
time.  We have good water here.  I
would be very much pleased to see
you all & enjoy your presence.  I want
you to write great long letters. How
they get a long in haying.  How the
oats & buck wheat looks.  How the
pig & calves grow. & soon the old
cow must give milk.  Soon then you
will make butter a little faster & the
pig will grow a little better.  You have
not wrote whether you had got them
Rail Road certificates or not.  Write
about the children.  Corie & Ellis &
Virgy & the rest.  In the blessing of
God will rest upon you & I may soon
return to you & the war be over & the
Blessings of peace rest upon our
Country.  My love & best wishes.

Seymour Knapp

     

 Hart Island, N.Y.  July 20, 1864
Dear Friends.  I embrace this an other
opportunity to write a few lines to you.  I
sent a letter yesterday.  My health is
about as it has been.  It is hot & dry & no
prospect of rain.  I would like to drop in
& make you a call but circumstances are
such taht I shall have to wait a little &
maybe longer.  I would like to be thre &
help in the hay.  I have got it in my head
that hay will be nearer next winter.  It
cant be near as dry three as it is here. 
What rain you have had has done a vast
amount of good.  I expect to get a letter
from you tonight.  It is the green spot in
the future that I am living for now.  We
are always expecting better times at
some future time in the distance.  I am
enjoying my self as well as could be
expected.  Am contented here a do not
wish to improve my condition by getting
further north.  I have sent to N.Y. to have
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