April 22, 1841
Dearest Sister,

I improve the present
opportunity to write a few lines to
you. Mr. Levy Harris starts for
Guilford next Monday. He has lived
with us two months. He has taken a
place a half a mile east of us. Is to
move here in June. I have much to
write and little time to write in. I saw
the greatest sight last Sunday that
ever | saw in my life. It was nine
children go into the water among the
number were Charles and Rachel
Parker, Arthur and Sarah Olmstead.
They went as calm and composed as
grown people would. The first of
Feb. We had a general meeting here.
The work commenced then and still
continues. There is quite a number
more that have not joined the Church
yet but we hope they will soon. Some
heads of families. We have had the
best meetings this winter that I ever
attended. But the Lord has been here
in judgment as well as mercy. He has
taken one of our best sisters in the
Church. Mrs. Freeman. I presume
you have heard me speak of her.

Three weeks yesterday she
washed, mopped and done a large
days work, went to bed did not rest
well. In the morning Br. F got up and
went to the barn. When he came in
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he took up the little girl and sat down
on the side of the bed. He asked her if
she was not a going to get up soon.

She said she was so tired that she could
not get up but in a few minutes he
heard her groan. He looked and she
was falling off the bed. He caught her
and laid her on the bed. She only
gasped twice or three times. They done
all they could to revive her but she was
gone and could not more return. It
appeared that she had got up in bed and
tightened her waist. What was the
cause of her death will remain a
mistery. She would have had another
child in 6 or 8 weeks had she lived.
She left 7 children. The three youngest
girls. A very helpless family indeed,
the babe was 29 months old. She fell
in the fire a week or two before her
mother died and burnt one side of her
face to a blister but is now almost well.
At the funeral Mr. F gave her to me. |
took her home with me. Whether I
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shall keep her all ways or not I cannot
tell. My heart would not let me refuse
to take Meredith. She is a very pretty
little girl, very lively and playful. Has
red hair very white skin and blue
eyes. We have had this third boy ever
since the funeral. He is twelve years
old. I do not know how long we shall
keep him. Mrs. F has been a mother
to me and I deeply feel her loss. 1
have been up to Gardner’s this
forenoon on foot and back. Sister
Mary’s health is very poor at present
but I hope in a few months it will be
better but I often fear it will not. I
suppose you will be some surprised
but no more than I was. We hope all
will go well but I fear she, as well as
I, is waiting with anxiety for Jane to
come. We expect Mother then. Tell
her she must come. They have got a
tub of sugar for her. Tell her she may
not be sorry if she comes. [ wish you
or Belinda would come with her. Our
sugar season has been rather poor. I
hope to make a little for you. I want
to see your little boy very much. My
health is very good this spring. I am
well excepting the rheumatism which
troubles me very much. I was sick all
winter. I thought some of the time
that I should be never be well again
but Mother Hallock made me a syrup
which cured me in a short time. My
little Adaline is crying for me to take
her so [ must stop.

You must excuse mistakes and
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over look blots. I suppose you will
think that I grow slack and careless
when you look at this but you must
remember that I am not accustomed to
writing with a child about me which
almost makes me crazy some of the
time. I think you must come and see us
as I cannot wait more than six months
longer. You must come. I want to see
all our folks very much. Gardner had a
letter from Lewis a short time since he
wrote that he married and intended to
visit us three or four months.

I have spun a little this spring.
Our family has been so large that I
could not get much time to spin.
Sophia has been here once this winter.
She has a great fat girl its name 1s
Chary. She appears to be perfectly
contented. Acts very proud of her
babe. She thinks it is better than
common children. I want my bureau
very much but do not know when I can
get it.

Give my love to all inquiring
friends. Do write often. Get mother to
come if you can. O how I want to see
her. With all the rest. Come as soon as
you can and write often. And ever look
upon one as your affection sister,

Clarinda L. Olmstead
(I expect Mary to write soon)

Oct. 8", 1841
Dear Sister,

I take the first opportunity to
send the best news you ever heard from



here. Mary has a daughter one week
old tomorrow night. She is much
smarter than ever before were it not
for her head. I think she would be
round in a short time her head is not
as bad as formerly. I went there on
Sunday and stayed until Wednesday.
She has not had any fever at all she
has a good deal of milk and her babe
nurses well. She has had no trouble to
learn it. She is very much pleased
with the idea of bringing it up herself.
The Doctor said if she did not he
could give her something that would
make her have milk. He thought if
she could nurse it would do more
towards curing her cough than all the
medicine she could take. She has had
a frightful cough this summer. You
canot think how deathly she has
looked. I could not believe she would
ever look as natural as she does. Her
cough 1s much better I think. The
prospect is very fair at present they
have got an excelent nurse their babe
is quite hansome much smaller
features than Maria. They talk of
calling it Chloe Jane it will be Jane
any how. It is hard to tell which acts
the most childish over it, Maria or

MU Troen Stulh Road,
Mazarndle, Maw Yaork
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Uncle Senica. The rest of us are in
usual health. Father O appears to enjoy
himself well. I have not time to write
you. Will know when you see this [
want to see you very much. Thank you
for writing do write often tell mother I
want to see her very much with all the
rest. Our little girl grows very fast. |
do not know what Father would do if it
were not for her. He loves her very
much. She can wait upon him a great
deal. She aint any trouble to me Jane
M. Bennet.

CSO
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Letter dated Oct. 8, 1841

The next letter was dated Oct. 16,

1845 from Clarinda to Jane.
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Dear Sister,

I take this opportunity to write a
few lines to you to let you know of our
safe return. We had a very pleasant
time. It did not rain at all. We had
very bad colds but did not make us very
sick. I was quite unwell the first day
but I got some catnip and it cured me.
The babe was quite well and very good
all the way and in two days after I got
home she sat alone as well as your babe
did. She is better than she was before I
went. [ have spun 2 7 yards since I got
home. I do not know that I shall ever
get it spun. I have had a good deal of
work to do since I returned. I found
George to Daniels. He was well and
had everything clean and nice when [
got home. We come by Elder foxes but
they were not at home. We reached
home Saturday at 2 o’clock. I feel very
much pleased with my visit. Am glad I
went. It is not much to go to
Masonville and back. I hope you will
try comeing here as soon as you can at
least you just write often. Write every
think you can think of. I want to hear
about every body that I ever knew. |
have not much to write. Give my love
to all especially to Ira. Ilove himas a
brother. Think he is very kind. I feel
rejoice for your sake how thankful we
ought to be. I feel that we do not praise
a kind and steady husband as we ought.
How little do we know of the trouble
and anxious hours of many women on
account of unsteady men. Let us try to



realize our privileges and try to
incourage instead of discouraging
them. Tell Louesa she must be a
good girl and forget her aunt and little
cousin. Do write soon. I remain your
affectionate sister.

Clarinda Olmstead
Kiss the lovely little Henry for me.

Another five years passes before
another letter was found. This letter
is also addressed to Jane Bennett
from her sister, Clarinda Olmstead,
from Ulysses, Pennsylvania. This
time the letter is address to Jane in
Bainbridge, Chenango Co., N.Y.
The letter was dated April 19", 1850
and address and dated on May 29’

Ulysses, Apr. 19" 1850
Ever dear and beloved sister,

It 1s with feelings of shame that
I sit down to pen a few lines to you. I
hope you will forgive me and not
think that I am one of the most
ungrateful and unthankful creatures in
the world. 1 can assure you it is far
otherwise I feel very grateful to you
and Mother and Sister Ester for your
kindness to us and thank you very
much and do mean to write much
oftener than I have as that seems to be
the only way I have to return presents.
I intended to send a letter by Mr.
Cady but did not know when he went.

15

R .
| ivest fiam Fur
s, e Yok

I thought I would wait a little while for
Mary said she wrote to you then. We
are in usual health. G’s father is quite
helpless and a great trouble and
confinement. G has gone to meeting
today but it is very seldom that he
leaves home as long at a time. Adaline
and Alice to school. Alice learns very
fast. She can read in most any book.
Little Lucinda M. has

learnt all her letters by asking what they
are. She wants to learn to read but it is
most to far for her to go to school. 1
hardly dare write about our little
Randolph for I cannot begin to make
you know what a fine fellow he is. But



to say the least he is the best babe that
I ever had. He would be a perfect
Thomas if he had the black eyes. He
looks and acts like him. He sits on
the floor and squeals until my

Jane Robertson Bennett

ears ring. He is a great fleshy child.
Never sick a day in his life. I thought
sometimes that we almost worship
him. Isaw Br. L and wife to meeting
last Sabbath. She is some better in
some respects although the cause is
not removed. Dr. Rodes thinks he
can help her. He has located himself
here for a month at least. The rest of
our friends are well. Lucy Ann was
here two days ago. Sarah is moved to
Chancy Gushings. She is going to
live at Goovdersport (Coudersport).
Henry and Arthur live there. H 1s
preceptor in the Academy. Aisa
lawyer. Edward cut off one of his big

16

toes this winter. You cannot think how
pleased we are with our new neighbors.
I can hardly believe my own eyes when
I see Deacon Cady comeing down the
hill. It almost seems that Father and
Mother had come. The old lady walked
down and back in one day. They are
very smart for people of their age and [
have no news to write.

Tell Br. T and Sister E they must
write to me. [ want to see them very
much and Mother. O, how I want to see
her. I cannot tell how much. But I have
the comfort of thinking she can heave
whatever she wants. If I thought she
suffered for anything I should go wild
about her but I rejoice that I have no
reason for such thoughts. I want to see
Br. H and Sister B and families very
much. Give my love to all but not this
letter for it is not fit to be seen by any
body. My pen is poor. The babe has
pulled my paper and it looks every how.
You must come and bring Mother. We
cannot visit you while F lives. Do come
here in the fall, Jane M. Bennett.

This from your unworthy sister,

CO

Clarinda again writes to her sister,
Jane with very sad news. Reading this
letter you can almost feel yourself
sitting beside her and she describes the
death of her daughter.

Oct. 13™, 1850
Dearly beloved Sister,



I take my pen and have the
privilege of informing you that we are
all in comfortable health at present a
great blessing for which we have
reason to be thankful.

I suppose you have heard that
our dear little Mary Lucinda has gone
and left us. I believe you know how
we feel. She was a dear little child
and we did not know how to part with
her but God saw best to take her to
himself and I want to submit to his
will without a murmur or complaint.
He has taken only what he gave; and
O that I may while I live, live more to
his Aonour and glory and bring up my
children, if they live, in the fear of the
Lord. The dress you sent by brother
L, she wore for a change as long as
she lived. It was taken off from her
when she went to Gardner’s, it hangs
in my bed room just as it was taken
off. I feel as though I never should
take it down. It looks just like her it
fited her exactly, she was as bright so
active and pretty and so forward of
her age. It seems as though I could
not give her up. I often think of you
fear you are sick but I have one
comfort you are not obliged to labour
when you are not able and it is a
comfort to me and I hope you realise
the blessings you enjoy I feel that we
have a great deal to be thankful for I
especially. It is a great comfort to me
that [ have so many kind friends that
care for me could you realise how
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good those things came you might know
how grateful we are for them. Those
aprons fitted the children right. Tell
Mother I want the quilt where I can see
it all the time. It looks so much like her.
Alice says she thanks you and would
kiss you for the book if she could but
half the pleasure was lost because little
M could not share it. Alice can read in
Sanders 2 reader. Never went to school
over 4 or 5 weeks. The babe waked up
and it is now so late [ must bid you good
by. I want to see you and Ira, L and
Henry much indeed. You must come as
soon as you can. Give my love to B H
and family tell them I think of them
often although I feel that I am forgotten
by them for many long years have
passed by since he has pend a word to
me.
When shall we all meet again
Oft shall glowing hope expire
Oft shall weary love retire
Oft shall death and sorrow reign
Ere we all shall meet again.
I hope Mother will come next spring
and stay until fall if she is able.

Tis from your unworthy sister,

Clarinda

The children of Clarinda and Mary
Ann are growing up. They now begin
to write letters of their own to their

relatives in Bainbridge and Masonville,
New York.

Ulysses, March 16", 1852



My dear Aunt Jane,

It 1s not because we have
forgotten you that we are so long
silent when you left here I thought I
should write before this time, but I
was taken sick shortly after and it was
so long delayed that it was very easy
to delay still longer but if I receive
answer to this, I will endeavour to be
more punctual in future. We are in
usual health. Mother was at Uncle
George’s yesterday they are now
living in their new house, it is much
more comfortable than the old one
now although it is little more than
enclosed. Uncle George works on it
when he is able but his health has
been quite poor for a few weeks past.
Doctor Rhodes came to see him and
gave him some medicine that relieved
him and he is now much better. The
Doctor is now a near neighbour of
theirs as he has bought the farm
formerly owned by Mr. Edson who
has moved to the Painted Post. It is
more healthy in this place than it was
last winter with the exception of the
measles which have raged pretty hard
although we and Uncle Lewis and
Uncle George’s folks have escaped
them yet. We hear of a great deal of
sickness and some deaths about your
place, we heard from Mrs. Cady that
LeRoy Wells was very sick. We were
very anxious though we dreaded to
hear from you all as we expected to
hear that some of you were sick with
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the fever.

Father and Mother have gone to
visit Deacon Cady’s folks. His health
has been very poor this winter. Grand
Father has also been quite unwell. We
think that he had a light shock of the
palsy in December and one hand and
arm swelled very badly so that it quite
useless for awhile. It is some swelled
yet. It has been a severe cold winter the
coldest that has been known since the
county was settled, it has been pretty
hard for old People although there has
none died or been very sick in this
neighbourhood. Jane and Janette went
home last fall they have been teaching
this winter. Edward Olmstead went
home with them and has found
employment in a store in Palmyra.
Channey and Sarah have been to
Coudersport and staid two or three
months they have returned again they
took down the sign before they went
away and are not going to keep a public
house any longer. Evealena has been
out this winter with her two little girls
the youngest one is named Clara. We
have plastered our house so that it is
more comfortable and convenient than it
was when you was here.

It is getting dark and I must close,
hoping to hear from you soon. Tell
Louise I want to see her very much and
should be very glad to receive a letter
from her. Susan say I must tell her that
she has just received a letter from Jane
Lanford.




Please to write soon and excuse
this miserable scrawl.
Truly your affectionate niece,
Maria C. Olmstead

P.S. T had almost forgotten to tell you
Margaret Johnson and her son have
returned from Bradford and in a few
days after came a Mr. Nelson Black
and married her they have moved on
to a new place in the town of Homer
about four miles from Coudersport.
M.C.O.

After researching Potter Co.,
Pennsylvania, I believe the people
mentioned in the previous letter were
cousins to Maria on her father’s
side.

Again in May of 1852, Maria writes
to her Aunt. This letter was
addressed to Bennettsville,
Chenango Co., N.Y. from Ulysses
Center, Pennsylvania.

May 26, 1852
Dear Aunt,

Accept my thanks for your kind
and early letter. I certainly intended
to have answered it here this time
although I had noting to write except
that we were well. But we are very
glad to hear as much from our
Masonville friends quite often. I
think it is strange that near friends do
not oftener improve the great

19

opportunity they might enjoy of hearing
from each other, were all priviliges of
writing and sending letters for awhile
suspended we might perhaps learn to
prize them more highly, although the
privilege of conversing through the
medium of the pen seems small in
comparison with the far greater one of
conversing with them in person. The
privilege of letter writing we now enjoy
are not prized as highly as they should
be at least by our folks for [ am sure
they do not write or receive as many
letters as when they had to go 18 or 20
miles after them and pay 18 pence
postage. I can remember that when I
was quite a little girl we used to receive
occasionally a letter from Uncle Henry
as well as the rest of our friends and |
am sure if he knew how glad we would
be to hear from him he would write
occasionally now though.

Perhaps he is so much of a stranger that
he does not like to write to us but we are
expecting him out here on a visit this
summer and then he will have an
opportunity to get acquainted again. |
should have answered your letter before
now this time could I have commanded
the time requisite for doing so although
I often think I am such a poor writer that
I never will trouble any one again by
writing to them but the desire soon gets
so strong to hear from my friends that in
spite of my resolution I am soon writing
again to see if I cannot call forth an
answer in return.



I am now teaching school in
this District. I have a very pleasant
school of 28 scholars, I board at home
most of the time so as to help Mother.
You will infer that her health is pretty
good when I tell you that she does her
work alone and takes care of the milk
of 10 cows. I intend to go out to your
place in the fall and make a long visit
for I am very anxious to get
acquainted with all of my relatives
and friends in that place perhaps you
think I had better stay at home and let
mother go out there first. Well I
would be glad to and have urged her
to go out next fall instead of me but
she thinks she has seen Grandmother
so lately that she had rather divided
the time and wait a year longer before
going there.

But I am tired and must close.
Love to all, please write soon.

Affectionately yours,
Maria C. Olmstead
P.S. Please direct to Ulysses Center
M.C.O.
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This is the envelope the previous letter
was mailed in. It is very small and
approximately 2 x 3 3/4 inches in size.
The letter was written on a page
approximately 8 x 10.
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Susan J. Olmstead of Ulysses, Penn.
writes to her cousin, Louisa Bennet
in Masonville, N.Y.



May 13", 1853
Dear Cousin Louisa,

Thinking it was time to write to
again, [ now take pen for that
purpose. Our friends are all as well
as common except Grand Father. His
health is quite poor of late. Maria
talks of teaching school in the town of
Alleghany eleven miles from home. I
expect to commence going to school
next week to Miss Beashel A. Parker.
Alice is going to school to Miss
Victoria Hubbel of Unadilla. I expect
Sarah will go to school this summer
also and though her health is not very
good now. Little Ellen stands alone
and will take hold of their hands and
walk around the course.

We are glad Grand Mother’s
health is so good but all very sorry
that your Mother has been sick. We
received your Father’s letter and were
much surprised at the sad news it
contained.

I must close now or lose the
opportunity of sending this to the
office. Write soon and tell Jane that |
want to hear from her. Please accept
this with the love your cousin,

S. J. Olmstead

Ulysses Center, March 19", 1854
Dear Cousin,

I again sit down to write a few
lines to you. We are all in usual
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health. Our school closed last week I
went down to Uncle George’s two
weeks ago. They were all well with the
exception of colds. It has been quite
sickly around here this winter. There is
now a little girl in this neighborhood
that is very sick. She fell down and hurt
her a little not enough to mind it much.
That sweld very bad and broke out and
would they think that she will have to
have her limb taken off and fear that
will not save her life, her name is
Martha Cushing. Those plants are all
living but the velvet geranium, the
Oleander that Aunt Susan gave us grew
very fast. Maria is weaving a carpet for
Aunt Lucy Ann. There has been no
snow here this winter it has been very
cold here part of the time but spring has
come and I hope that you will remember
your promise to come and see us this
spring or rather to come if you could get
your Mother to come with you.

I havent see Sarah yet Mother has
been to see them she found Aunt Adelia
quit sick she is now better. Direct to
Harrison Valley Potter Co. Penn to write
to Sarah.

Susan Jane Olmstead



Ulysses, Sep. 22, 1856
Miss Louise A. Bennett,

Agreeable to promise [ now
write you a few lines. We are at
Uncle Gardners this evening, all well.
We got to Nunda Station, Thursday
night. Went to Uncle Henrys, next
morning, found the well. He had
gone to Wellsville, did not return till
evening so that our visit with him was
short. We had a good visit there,
went and saw the ruins of a steam
sawmill that was burned, the day
before, by the running of fire, which
made great ravages, through that
region of country. We learn that
some twenty dwelling houses, another
Steam Mill, and other buildings, were
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burned. It is very dry through that
region have had ver little rain, so that
our drought, was light, in comparison.
Maria has been very sick of late, but has
got quite well. We saw Clarinda last
evening. Her folks are well. We shall
go there tomorrow. I forgot to tell you
that we came to A & G Scofields
Saturday and found them all well, but
quite worn out. They had just returned
from a tour of Musick at Coudersport
and other places were to go to
Hornellsville Tuesday. So we came
over here yesterday and intend to return
and finish our visit there on our way
home. The last they heard from Uncle
Lewis folks, they were well. It bed time
and I must close.

Yours affectionately,

I & J.M. Bennett
In the previous letter it appears that
Louisa’s parents took a trip from
Masonville to Ulysses, Penn. to visit
relatives and Jane Bennett is writing to
her daughter in Masonville.

In 1856 Sarah A. Robertson, daughter
of Lewis and Adelia, writes to Louisa
Bennett in Masonville, NY.

Harrison, Dec. 14, 56
Dear Cousin Louisa,

I now sit down to let you know
that I have not forgoten you. It was so
rainy that we did not go to meeting and |
thought I would spend part of the time
in writing to you. I believe we are well



at present. Pa preaches at Ulysses
once in two weeks. Edward went
with him last week. I intend to visit
there soon. Charles and Maria were
here a few weeks ago on their way to
the Post where they are going to live
for a year or more. We do not expect
to have any school here this winter
and I think it will make the winter
seem very long to not have any school
to go to. Pa has had the Quinsy very
hard this fall and at the same time I
had a very sore throat. I think the
worst [ ever had. It is very strong and
windy here this afternoon. You must
write as soon as you receive this.

Give my love to Grandma.

I still remain your affectionate
Cousin, Sarah A. Robertson
Louisa A. Bennett
You must excuse the bad writing. [
send you a piece of my new dress.

The following poem was written by
Nathaniel Wattles and dated Jan.
10", 1859, Sidney, N.Y. Nathaniel
Wattles is the father of Louisa
Bennett’s future husband, Edwin.

An Acoustic on the Name of Miss
Louise Augusta Bennett

Louise you ask for a verse on your
name

One for your instruction for that is
your aim.

Unless you release me from that
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pleasant task
[ think I must try to grand your request.

Sometimes by the organ, you sit with
much pleasure

Extending your house o’er your musical
treasure.

An When its soft tones and the sound of
your voice

Unite then our hearts are made glad
and rejoice.

Give praise to him to whom praises are
due

Uniting your voice with your instrument
too.

Supreme are the joys that await you
above

The theme of our song should be mercy
and love.

Amidst all the scene through which you
may pass

Believe in your Savior and trust in his
grace.

Extol his great name and obey his
command

No safety but would the care of his
hand.

Now, hear Louise, his goodness adore
Endeavor to serve him till life shall be
o’er.

The blessings of Nature to you hath be
given

the blessings of grace will prepare you
for heaven.



Harrison, June 6, 1859
Dear Cousin Louisa,

I have delayed writing so long
that [ am almost ashamed to write at
all. But as I have come to the
conclusion that it will be better late
then never I will endeavor to write a
few lines. We are all well as usual
and I believe the rest of the friends in
Potter are same at least [ have noting
to the contrary. Uncle Henry and his
wife were here on a visit a few weeks
ago they were usually well at that
time. The girls have not visited us yet
and consequently I have not seen
them since I left there last winter. I
want to see them very much and
intend to go over as soon as possible.
How happy I should be if I could go
and see Louise so easy as I can Laura
and Carrie. If it was so I do not know
what we should enjoy ourselves so
well but I should like to try it for a
while at least. I enjoyed myself very
well indeed while at Uncle Henry’s.
We used to frequently thing that if we
could have you there occasionally our
happiness would be complete.

I guess you will laugh when I
tell you that [ am teaching school but
that is the case of rather I am trying to
do so. I have a very pleasant school
although it is quite small. Fifteen is
the usual number that attends. 1 like
the business very well. The school is
almost to small to be pleasant but I
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continue to find enough to keep me
busy and that will answer very well.

We have had very cold weather for this
time of year. A day or two apart so
much so that we think our fruit is
entirely ruined. We feel quite
disappointed for the fruit prospects were
fair this season.

I do not know as I can write
anymore to write at present for it is
getting nearly bedtime and I must close.
You must not do as I did about
answering this but write as soon as you
get this and oblige your every
appreciated cousin.

Sarah
P.S. Tlike to have forgotten that little
baby cousin entirely and that would
have been a pity indeed. You must
1magine my envious greetings towards
you as one so highly favored.

Louise Bennett is now 17 years old and
is attending school in Spring Mills.
According to the NY Gazeteer Spring
Mills is located in the Town of
Independence, County of Alleghany,
New York. This town is located near
Whitesville which is where Henry
Robertson lives. Henry being the
brother of her mother, Jane Robertson
Bennett.

Whitesville, Oct. 30", 1859
Dear Pa and Ma,

I received your letter of the 28"
yesterday, also the one of the 19", It



seemed as if [ was quite near you
reading the letter so soon after you
wrote it.

I am well and enjoyed myself
about as usual. We came over here
OFriday night. Laura’s health is very
good. Is quite well I think. Latham is
quite well I think. He has gone to
Spr8ing Mills to a meeting this
afternoon. There must be a mistake
about Uncle Henry’s preaching at
Binghamton. He has not preached
there since he came home.

I don’t suppose you do not
think of letting me stay another term
do you? Miss Angie Cobb says she
can’t give me up. I must stay. She
thinks I have just got nicely and if I
am ever going to school again it
would be a loss to stop now. I hardly
feel as if I ought to ask you to let me
stay and do not want you to unless
you think proper.

I think it 1s a cheaper school
then Franklin and I do not know why
it 1s not as good. I know I should be
lonesome sometimes and want to see
you very much but I should be glad to
stay if it was best. I do not know
whether Laura is going next term or
not but that would not make any
difference to me.

I think I am getting along well
with my studies. I like Kenyon’s
Grammar better than I expected to.

There has been almost snow
enough for sleighing but it did not
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stay in the road long. It is quite cold
and unpleasant. Miss Rathbone has
taken the school here for $20 per month.
I suppose no other person could get near
as much. I think she is an excellent girl.
Always doing good to some one. I have
wished many times that I might be as
useful. The team has come to take us
back so I must close. My love to
Grandma and all.

Louise

Spring Mills
Evening,

It seems quite natural to get back
in our own room. Uncle Henry came to
see us Thursday, stayed to dinner and
went down to the academy with us. 1
have not seen any of the Ulysses friends
since I commenced school.

I am glad to hear of the additions
to the Church. It is strange that Sarah B
did not feel ready to go with them. I
fear it she waits to feel fit she will wait
long.

[ want to ask you a great many
questions. Has Augusta Deroy got a
letter. And how is Henry Hilson? 1
think Agnes must be an uncommon
smart baby if she sits alone. I have a
pattern for a very pretty hood for her if
she does not get one before I go home.

Do write me a long letter. Your
letters are very welcome now. But |
should like to have them some longer.
Ma must write again. As my tuition is
more then I supposed it would be when
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