
Stamford Country Club Golf Course

The Stamford Golf Club was organized July 1897. The nine hole course was  laid out in Granthurst 
Park surrounding the Rexmere Hotel. The first match was played on July 24, 1897 by Mr. A.D.

Middleton and Miss Mary Raymond Garretson. Mary won by a small margin. Membership was limited
to 100 and cost $3 for the first year, then $1 per year there after. The links were laid out to be accessible
to the village and the hotels and was about one mile in length. The course was  about the 15th golf 
course to be created in the United States.

The following is a time-line of assorted activities that took place at the club.

1901- The Utsayantha Golf Club, that formed in 1900,  hosted a men's handicap tournament.

1907- A stock company, with capital of $5,000.00, was organized to maintain a suitable set of links.

1908- Purchased some land from A.W. Terry and opened a new course.

1910- A new California bungalow type clubhouse was built. It was later used for storage of equipment. 
This clubhouse was near the current 11th tee. 

1916- New clubhouse was built for a cost of about $35,000, where the parking lot is now,  and opened 
in August 1917. The clubhouse offered dressing and locker rooms shower baths, dining-room, men's 
club and smoking  room, women's parlor, open fireplaces and an assembly room 40x70 feet for 
receptions, dances and entertainments. The previous 9 hole course was enlarged to 18 holes.

 1922- The ladies auxiliary redecorated the interior for the July opening. Weekly activities were bridge, 
card parties, musicalse and dances. Through the efforts of John Hiscox a large Victrola was presented 
to the club thus permitting impromptu dancing.

1925- The clubhouse is undergoing extensive improvements. Mrs. Roy Harris, wife of the caterer at the
Club is in charge of the improvements and even made the curtains herself. The improvements were 
white curtains covered with chintz overdrapes in soft harmonizing colors, balcony was  fitted out in the 
same manner, private dining room fitted out for small parties, ballroom repainted and redecorated, 
connected up with the regular line of the NYS Gas & Electric Corp. so they may have electric lights for
all occasions, installed new attractive fixtures, exterior shingles were re-stained and flowers set out 
around the grounds. All should be ready for the Forth of July ball and fireworks. 

1929-  One of the first caddy contests were held. Contestants were judged according to their 
attendance, courtesy and general helpfulness. First place of $10 in gold was won by William Pruden of 
Stamford  and second place of $5 in gold to Powell Dart of Jefferson.

1930- An airplane flown by Stephen Ransom of NYC  landed near the clubhouse. It took two hours for 
Stephen and his passenger Fred Pollard to arrive in Stamford from NYC. They had intended to land at 
the Dayton Griffin Airport, about five miles out of town but could not locate it. It was whispered that 
they found the Country Club because of Charlie Wrights bald head.

1931- Freddie Govern, caddie deluxe, became the owner of a beautiful shiny new set of golf clubs, gift 



from Charley Wright.

1935- First annual Catskill Mountains Tournament.

1936- First Men’s Invitational Tournament. 

1939 -Held the first annual W omen’s Tournament. The clubhouse was damaged after being hit by 
lightning in the early summer  and burned to the ground October 19. It only took ¾ of an hour to burn 
down, 

1940- Bought “Sprucelands”, now the Veterans Club, to use as a club house. This club housed the Rip 
Van Winkle Bar. This change of venue created a new lay out of the course which made the steepest 
climbs at the beginning of the course. The original 1st tee was near the Veterans Club and Jim 
Schouller's house.

1942 -The club reorganized as the Stamford Golf Club Inc. Property was purchased from the estate of 
Nicholas P. Young. There is a plaque at the Golf Club dedicated to the original 18 stockholders of this 
venture.

1950- Stamford Golf Club Auxiliary was organized. Although it might be best to say it was re-
organized because there was an auxiliary mentioned in the past.

1957- Dick Demarest, held the record for having the most wins  in the  Men's Invitational Tournament. 
He won every year from 1947 to 1957
, 
1959- Hosted the NYS Mason's Tournament that was chaired by Harry M. Pruden of Stamford.

1965- Hosted the Northeast  NY  PGA Pro-Junior Championship.

1968- Hosted a Northeast NY PGA Pro-Member- Guest Tourney. 

1970- The Stamford Golf Club held first place at the conclusion of the second round, played at Deli, in 
the Three-Club Del-Sta-Ka (Delhi-Stamford – Kass in Margaretville) Round Robin tournament.

1975- Hosted the Northeast Women's Golf Association Tournament. 

1986 -New building was erected to contain the equipment and a supplemental reservoir water supply 
was created.

1992-93- The clubhouse was totally renovated and updated.

2002- The First  Knights of Columbus Annual Father Francis Whelan Golf Outing.  

2004- The Stamford Women’s Golf Association hosted the 1st annual Queen of the Catskills Golf 
Tournament.  

2008- The First Annual Rally For The Cure Golf Tournament.

2013- The Fall Scramble Tournament, Larry Schwartz, of Stamford, made  his fifth lifetime hole in 



one, all being scored on the Stamford Golf Club  fairways, “Just for Fun”  tournament and Junior Golf 
Club Clinic. 

Golf Pro's through the years: John Stout 1912-1939 and 1942-1950, Russell Wright 1950, Jack 
Maxwell 1951-1973 and James/Jim Schouller PGA Golf Professional 1974- 2004. 

Course superintendents/Greens-keepers: Roy Smith 1921-39 and 1942, Tim Thompson about 1984-
1994, Mike Faulkner from about 1994-2004 and Ken Cole 2004-present.

I asked Jim Schouller, of Stamford, what is involved in becoming a golf pro. He said it involves a lot of
schooling every step of the way and an apprenticeship. As a pro he gave lessons, and still does, ran the 
pro-shop, was a rules official and managed the restaurant. I asked what his fondest memory was during 
his 30 years as a pro. He said it was having his son and daughter work with him. His son is currently a 
pro in Maryland.

Jim told me an interesting/weird story about how six dogs are buried under six of the greens.
Ken Cole, told me, while giving me a tour of the course,  that the club  owns 150 acres of land. Ken has
improved the reservoir pond system during his 10 years as the course superintendent (he also worked 
assorted other years in the golf shop).  The course covers 105 of the 150 acres and the greens total two 
and a half acres which are mowed ever morning. It takes about four hours to complete the Stamford 
Golf Club course.

References: Newspaper Excerpts collected by Daisy Rogers Willis DiSilva and Anne Willis,  Stamford 
Mirror and Mirror-Recorder newspapers on microfilm and hardcopy, history of the Stamford Golf Club
for the 100th anniversary, This Week in Stamford booklet, conversations with Ken Cole and Jim 
Schouller, Catskill Mountain News at nyshistoricnewspapers.org and  newspapers from 
fultonhistory.com. 

New Stamford Village Library hours are: M-W-F 10AM-3PM, T-TH 1-7PM and Saturday 12-6PM.For 
information call 607-652-5001 or email st.ill@4cls.org. 

mailto:st.ill@4cls.org

