
Stamford Chapter #303 – Order of the Eastern Star (O.E.S.)

Dick Hinman of the Stamford Historical Society told me that all of the OES records were donated
to the Society and asked if I wanted to check them out. I put the records in order so I could see 
what was there (I was really hoping to find pictures of the members but only found one), made 
up a file of some of the information to house at the Stamford Library and wrote this article with 
the information I found.
The Stamford OES was organized on a stormy night February 10, 1904, Andrew J. McNaught Jr. 
was elected Worthy Patron. A Worthy Patron was a Mason who would help guide the OES. The 
Stamford Chapter was part of the Delaware-Sullivan District #12.
The Charter was granted in 1904 and the Charter members were Nettie M. Chichester, 
Catharine G. Wood, Jennie K. McArthur, Alice A. Leonard, Jessie B. Moser, Mary E. Hoagland, 
Minnie E. Gilbert, Cora L. & Andrew J. McNaught Jr., Elizabeth M. & Helen M. Champlain, Hattie 
M. Hamilton, Florence L. Clark, Hattie O. Cannaday, Helen M. Salisbury and Lillian E. Hicks.
The By-Laws were adopted in 1907.Meetings were the second and fourth Wednesday evening 
September though June, election of officers was in December. The elected officers for 1907 
were: Worthy Matron Sister Chichester, Worthy Patron Brother McNaught, Associate Matron 
Helen M. Champlin, Treasurer Mary E. Baldwin, Secretary Jennie K. McArthur, Conductress C.J. 
Hamilton, Associate Conductress Mary E. Hoagland, and Trustees Brother Hamilton, Catharine 
Wood and Sister Hoagland. Appointed officers: Warden J.E. Safford, Adah E.W. Landon, Ruth 
Lillian E. Hicks, Esther Sister Hager, Martha Sister Wood, Electa Eliz. Champlin, Chaplain Nellie 
Tingley, Marshal Sister Hanford, Historian Sister Atchison, Organist Sister Clark and Sentinel 
Flora Stewart. All members were referred to
as Sister or Brother followed by their last
name.
 Prospective members filled out a “Petition
for Initiation and Membership” form, then
the members voted on their admittance.
The forms in the collection are dated from
1904 through 1988. Fee for initiation and
membership started out at $1.50 then went
up to $10 in 1988 and annual dues were
$1.50 in the beginning, then $10 in the
1980’s. 
On April 20, 1915 they hosted the 5th Annual
convention of the 12th District and again in
1937 the 26th annual convention was held in
the Opera House. They held an OES Ball at



the Opera House in 1910. In 
1927 their chapter was the first 
in NYS to hold a School of 
Instruction, with representatives 
from neighboring towns in 
attendance. Annual Grand 
Chapter sessions were held in 
New York City and were 
attended by one or two 
members who gave a report 
upon their return. There were 

yearly official visits from one or two officers of the Delaware Sullivan District. Music must have 
been pretty important to the group as there was quite a few
hand-made songbooks and sheet music in the collection. I also believe they had either a piano 
or organ at their meeting place.
The historian of the group wrote
a synopsis of the years activities.
The first entry in the Historians
Book is the year 1908 and
written by Lottie Landon. The
entries end in 1952, but not
every year is entered. A Guest
book was also in the collection
dated 1915-1950. Visitors came
from the following OES
Chapters: Sidney, Utica, Delhi,
Franklin, Sullivan, Jefferson,
Prattsville, Somerville, MA, Roxbury, Brooklyn, Walton, Downsville, Fleischmanns and 
Jeffersonville.
They have very well preserved minutes and financial books from 1907 through 1985. The 
minutes mentioned new members, births within member’s families, deaths of members, 
invitations to gatherings of other OES groups, card parties, socials, tea and cake/candy sales and
Halloween parties for children in the community.
Assorted Tid-Bits: 1908 they purchased one ballot box walnut $4.75, 48 white balls .40 and one 
walnut gavel $1; 1915 the OES Home moved to Oryskany, NY (they made donations to the 
home); 1917 helped start St. Mary’s Chapter of Hobart ;1917 name changed to Utsayantha 
Chapter #303; 1918 main function was contributing to the Red Cross for two Ambulances 
costing $3,500 (I think this was a district wide purchase)that were placed in the field in France 



for wounded soldiers, after WWI closed they started piecing together a quilt for the OES Home; 
1926 had 80 members; 1938 decided to have a program or refreshments after every meeting; 
1939  Brother Dillenbeck hand carved  and presented a gavel to the chapter; 1942 made 
sweaters for soldiers; 1947 new stove for their kitchen; 1950 a plastic party netted $58; 1980 
dedicated Chapter Rooms in the St. Andrews Masonic Lodge in Hobart and 1983 note from 
Katharine Griffin paying her dues for the 64th time.
I believe they met in Stamford at first then met in the Hobart Masons Lodge (which is now the 
Hobart Historical Society). The Utsayantha Chapter #303 OES records end in 1989 so I suspect 
the organization fizzled out after that unless the rest of the records are lost.
From a pamphlet compiled by the Willowemoc Chapter #304 in Walton, I believe from the mid 
1970’s: What is the Order of the Eastern Star? It is the largest fraternal organization in the world
to which both men and women belong It is the only “family organization” in the related 
Masonic bodies. The OES is not part of the Masonic Fraternity, but it is related by the closest 
family ties. Membership requires Masonic affiliation and a minimum age of 18. The teachings of
the Order are bases on the morality of brotherly love, relief and truth. These principles are 
expressed through ritualistic ceremonies portrayed through stories of several Biblical heroines.
The OES was established in 1850 by Rob Morris, and carried on by Robert Macoy. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rob_Morris_(Freemason)


 

Picture of OES Hobo Party 1964- Helen Churchill, ? Rappleyea, Christine Traxler, Alta Myers, Kay 
Parr, Grace Peck, Gladys Eighmie, Grace Mabey, Betty Arcuri, Louise Kelsey, Dorothy Davids and 
Geo Lamont.



 



 






