
Charles Griffin, Author of the History of Stamford

February 22, 1881 Stamford Mirror- A manuscript “History of the Town of Stamford” is now ready for 
the press and is full of interesting matter; commencing with the period at which the state was divided 
into twelve counties and continuing down to the time of granting of letters patent of the Hardenburgh 
Patent.......If 500 copies of the work are subscribed for, one dollar and fifty cents per copy, it will be 
published. If not the contents of the work must remain in manuscript. This was an advertisement by 
Charles Griffin. Only  66 people actually subscribed to 92 copies of the book but it still went to the 
printers with good intentions.
The history book was first printed in 1881 at the Stamford Mirror and the pages were put on a train to a
bindery. On the way the train had an accident  and the pages of the book were strewn on the rail-bed. 
Most of the pages were sent back to Stamford but were never bound. The pages sat in the attic of the 
Mirror-Recorder until 1948 when John Nash, owner of the newspaper found them and brought them to 
Daisy DeSilva. She put ten copies together, all with missing pages, and donated some to the Stamford 
Village Library.
Over 100 years after the original book was intended to be bound it finally did get sent to The Village 
Printers in Laurens, NY. Walter Stewart, great-great grandson of Charles Griffin held the original 
manuscript of the  book which supplied the missing pages. Stewart donated the manuscript and assorted
other papers to the Stamford Village Library . Carlton and Dorothy Bloodgood were major benefactors 
in funding the printing of the book. 
A blue box in the libraries history room (I call it the Griffin Collection) holds the original manuscript,  
Julia Griffins diary dated 1852-53 and her funeral service dated 1854 (died at age 15), Heth's will  
dated 1822 and Book of Accounts starting in 1790, appointment books, 1878 Stamford residents, 
marriage and death's of Stamford residents from early 1800's-1879 (the vitals were intended to be a part
of the book but were not added) and subscribers for his history book dated 1881.
Chapters in the book are titled; County of Ulster, Means of Information, Raids in 1780, Formation of 
Stamford, Manner of Voting, Implements and Labor, Origin of Masonry, The First Church, List of 
Supervisors, Railroad Meeting correspondence pertaining to a butter business and short biographies of 
the early settlers of Stamford. 
From 1852-1855 O & B Griffin sold butter to Martin Schultz & Co. in San Francisco, CA. The butter 
was sold in firkins (9 gallons), packages and or kegs on ships called the Comet, Sovereign of the Sea 
and Bald Eagle. The freight fee was 55-95 cents per cubic foot. Most of the correspondence pertains to 
money and or the lack of receiving payment.
Charles was born February 24, 1811 and died September 30, 1887 in Stamford- Son of Heth and Betsey
(Baldwin). Heth was born about 1760 in CT and purchased land in Township Valley (Hobart) in 1793 
and D: November 15, 1824 age 66 and Betsey D: January 15,1861 at Charles home, age 76.
Charles was married first to Adaline Baldwin who died December 27,1867 age 52y10m20d  and 2nd to 
Angeline Baldwin who died December 24,1884 Stamford age 66. His two wives were sisters and the  
daughters of Abel Baldwin and Betsey Read.
February 9,1845-Charles's children, John Baldwin & Julia were baptized at St. Peters Episcopal Church
in  Hobart. 
1855 census Stamford- Charles 44, Adaline 40, John B. 14, Angeline 36.
Charles was a teacher, sergeant and then captain of the local militia, store keeper, post master and 
farmer. He helped establish the Stamford Seminary, served as inspector of schools, was a village 
trustee, railroad commissioner, president of the Stamford Fire Insurance Company and a self-made 
historian.
 I can only imagine how long he collected information and stories for his history book. The book is, of 
course, available for viewing in the history room at the library. Charles and family are buried in the 
Stamford Cemetery (posted on findagrave.com)


