
1871 DIARY OF MALCOLM DUNCAN WRIGHT, WALTON, DELAWARE CO., NEW YORK.

Sunday, January 1, 1871
I went to church today.  It was communion this P.M. and Sammie Hanford joined the church.  I went to church
this eve also.  The Rev. Mr. Jagnes (sp?) preached a good sermon.

Monday 2
I went to school today.  All went off well.  I registered a letter for Petersons Magazine, which cost me 15 cts.
The week of prayer began tonight.  I attended.  Also wrote to Hunter and Co. to see about some things I sent
after before Christmas.

Tuesday 3
Rather cold today.  The sleighing is all gone. There was two balls last night at both Tavern.  I went to singing
school tonight up at Mrs. Hoyt’s.  I also take drawing.  Emma Persons (Emily Wright, 1833-1912) is
here making a dress for Jennifer (Jennifer Wright,  1852 -1922)

Wednesday, January 4, 1871I went to prayer meeting  tonight.  Nant (Nancy Wright Harby, 1839-
1922)  was over to our house today.  It was very cold also.  I went a skating after school.  I went up and got
Harry Gilbert’s skates.  I guess that I will buy them.

Thrusday 5
I went skating this evening and had a very good time.  Went to prayer meeting this evening.  My new skates goes
very well.

Friday 6
We had an examination in grammar this P.M. for trial.  I went to singing school at 4:00 P.M.  I also went to
prayer meeting.

Saturday,  January 7, 1871
I went over to the village this morning and sold our muskrat skins.  We got 8 and 10 cts. a piece.  I went a
skating this P.M. and had a grand time.  Maggie (Margaret Wright Winter, 1851-1941)  came here
today and Ella came with her.

Sunday 8
I went to church today.  It was very cold to day.  All the family went to prayer meeting tonight.

Monday 9
I went to school today.  I think that this morning has been the coldest one we have had.
Went a fishing this P.M.  Did not get any.

Tuesday, January 10, 1871
I went to singing school tonight and to prayer meeting tonight.  Good skating on the river.  Got the return of my
registered letter today.

Wednesday 11
Rather thawy today.  Ma (Margaret McClelland Wright, 1830-1911) went up to Mrs. Bartons.
I went a skating and skated until 8 O’clock P.M.  We had a fire on the ice.
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Thursday 12
Warm today and thawing fast.  I went to prayer meeting tonight.  We had a splendid meeting. I got returns from
Peterson today.

Friday, January 13, 1871
Very much like a spring day.  We had an examination in arithmetic this P.M.  I went to prayer meeting this eve.
Maggie came home this eve.

Saturday 14
Quite warm today and is thawing very fast.  We went a incoming (?) today and got a good mess.  Very muddy
and bad going.

Sunday 15
I went to meeting today.  Saw Platt.  John was not down.   I went to a prayer meeting up to the M.E. church.
Had a good time.  Maggie did not go back to her school.

Monday, January 16, 1871
Ice went out today at 11 A.M.  I got a horse from Tom (Harby) this morning and took Maggie up to her
school.  Got back about 10 o’clock.  I went to prayer meeting this evening.

Tuesday 17
I went over and stayed with Art St. John all night.  Went to singing school and to the debate at 10 o’clock.  Off
beat.

Wednesday 18
Meeting close this eve.  I went we had a very good time.  Got a letter from Fani today.
Jen went up to Maggie’s school today.

Thursday, January 19, 1871
Art (ST. John) came over here this evening.  We had candy, etc. Charley North had a party this eve.   Poor I
was slighted.  ha ha (just as if I cared)

Friday 20
I absented myself from singing class this P.M. for the reason that I went up to Mr. Elliot’s.

Saturday 21
I went up on the side hill and saw them work on the railroad.  Came home this P.M. Kate and Charley
(Charles St. John and Sallie Catherine Wright, 1846) was over to
supper.

Sunday, January 22, 1871
I went to meeting today.  It was very cold indeed.  Old Gregory was to church today.  He is a rather crazy old
fellow.

Monday 23
Colder if anything than it was yesterday.  Warmer towards night.  More snow and fairly good sleighing.  I am
very much engaged in learning a piece for debate this evening.

Tuesday 24
The snow is about 2 feet deep although it is not good sleighing.  We had our debate this evening.  I spoke my



piece and was chosen chief defender.  Julius St. John, is my opponent.   Question: resolved that the female
should have the right to vote.  My side is the affirmative.  I have got to debate next Tuesday eve.  We have got a
new pres.:  John Cornish.  Geo Guild was our former president.  My side is as follows: John Barlow, Willis
Hoyt, George Kilpatrick, Cook, Edd McLaury, Niles Berray, Roy Mallory, Frank Jenkins, Ruf. McLellan,
Sherman (?) Armstrong, Will Barclay, Geo Smith, Dave Grant.  This is the affirmative side and it got the
decision.

Wednesday, January 25, 1871
Sam (Wright)  went over to Arthur St. John’s to stay all night.  I had to stay after school tonight.

Thursday 26
Very cold and blustery today.  Snowed all day.  The Walton Free School’s piano came last night.  It is a little half
moon shaped thing.

Friday 27
Deloss was down to the village today.  I went home with him.  Had rather a cold ride.  Rob (Harby?) was up
here.  We had a good time playing dominoes this eve.

Saturday, January 28, 1871
Was up at the early hour of 9 o’clock this morning.  Jim (Harby?)
 came after Rob (Harby?) to go to Delhi.  I enjoyed the N.Y. Weekly stories.

Sunday 29
Rather a lonesome day to me.  I spent the day in reading N.Y. Weekly’s.  Not a very good I assure you.

Monday 20
I started off a foot this morning at 9 o’clock for town.  I got lucky and caught a ride with Brown’s folks.  Got
down at 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, January 31, 1871
We adjourned the debate until Thursday eve. as there is a going to be a meeting this eve.  Sam and I went over
and spent the eve with Will Hoyt.  Julius St John, and Mag was over.

Wednesday February 1
Thawing very fast.  Crows donation is going to be this eve.  I didn’t go.  Tom (Harby) and Nant (Wright
Harby) was over before supper.

Thursday 2
Sleighing is nearly gone.   I went to debate tonight.  Had a good one.  My side beat.  I am on the negative side
next time.

Friday, February 3, 1871
The snow of last night made very good slipping.  I have got a cold today and do not feel very bright.  Mr. Phelps
gave a lecture.  Uncle Joe (McClelland) and Lizzie (McClelland) came down today.

Saturday 4
Very cold today.   I did not do anything of importance today.  Quite a fight between Geo Bradley and Harvey
Halley yesterday.  Halley got cut up pretty bad.

Sunday 5



I have got a very bad cold but it did not keep me from church.  Exceedingly cold today.  I think that it is the
coldest day we have had this winter.  I went to the prayer meeting this P.M. and had a good one.

Monday, February 6, 1871
Nearly as cold as it was yesterday.  Sam (Wright) took Maggie (Wright) up to her school today.  Uncle Joe
(McClelland) was down today.  Lizzie (McClelland) went home with him.  I did not go to school this
afternoon.  Mailed a letter to Hunter and Co. this morning.

Tuesday 7
Very Pleasant today.  We had our debate at 4 o’clock P.M.   I went up to Mr. McAlister’s donation with Will
Doig.  I had a splendid time and got home at 12 o’clock.

Wednesday 8
Pleasant again today.  Sleighing is a going off rapidly.  Wrote a letter to Fanny this eve.

Thursday, February 9, 1871
Mailed a letter for Hobart this morning.  The Corbans (?) had a public exercise this evening, which was very
good.  The debate is a going to have one next week.

Friday 10
Rather stormy today.  I got out of school at 2:30 this P.M. and went up to Crandall’s.
Got up there at 3:30 o’clock.  Geo & I played checkers.  I was victorious.

Saturday 11
Started for town today about 12 o’clock.  Geo came down with me.  They want me to work for them next
summer.  Platt (Hanford?) is staying with me all night.

Sunday, February 12, 1871
Snow, Snow, by the wholesale or retail, plenty of it everywhere around these diggins.   I went to church today
and to prayer meeting up to the M.E. Church.

Monday 13
Snow is very deep this morning.  I got my boots repaired this morning.  Ma got our cloth for pants today at
Guild and Alexander.  They cost me $6.50.

Tuesday 14
I had a great surprise today in the form of a letter from Chauncey More.  Rehearsed my piece this A.M.  Singing
school tonight.

Wednesday, February 15, 1871
I went over to the academy rehearsal this evening.  Mr. Elliot gave me a ride.  He was in town today and
brought me home.

Thursday 16
Very stormy this P.M.  We had public exercises this evening in the chapel:  The debating society.  I spoke a piece.

Friday 17
Mattie (Wright Persons) has got a pair of twins.  Ma has gone up there.
A very nice day but the but the sleighing is a going off very fast.  Sam and I went up to Uncle Joes with him
today.



Saturday, February 18, 1871
Rather stormy today.  We had a good time playing today with the Burton boys.

Sunday 19
We did not come home today as we intended to.  Rather blustery today.

Monday 20
We came home this morning.  I went to school today.  I went over to Mrs. Hoyt’s this eve. to sing a piece.  Got
home at 11:00 o’clock.

Tuesday, February 21, 1871
A very nice day, but cold in the P.M.  I went to the constitutional debate this eve.  We had a grand one this eve.
Lasted until 10 P.M.

Wednesday 22
Washington’s birthday and it is very pleasant.  I went up to Mr. Elliot’s, but he was not at home.  Rhin (?)
McFadden was there, and thought the Good T had a festival.  I went.  Got home at 12.  (Very hard to
read this entry)

Thursday 23
Rigorous examination commences today.  I went in arithmetic, which was this forenoon.  Did not do anything
this P.M.  Went over to Mrs. Hoyt’s this evening.

Friday, February 24, 1871
I went in to spelling this A.M. and passed.  I missed 11 out of 100.  The last session in arith. was this P.M.  I do
not think I passed.  Do not know for certain.
Mr. Pattengil gave a lecture this evening.

Saturday 25
It has been an exceedingly pleasant day.  I stayed with Will Hoyt last night and had a good time.  Ice went out
today and the snow is most all gone.

Sunday 26
I went to church today and to prayer meeting this P.M.  I stayed there until meeting commenced in the eve, with
Geo Anderson.

Monday, February 27, 1871
Colder today.  I rec’d my bill for drawing this P.M. was $3.00.  Went over to Mrs. Hoyt’s this evening and sang
my piece.

Tuesday 28
I paid for my drawing this after noon.  I went to Mr. White’s donation this evening.  Saw Johnnie Olmstead.
Went to singing school.

Wednesday, March 1
Very pleasant weather.  The snow is most all gone.  I joined the Alpha Delta Society this eve.  It is strictly
secret.  I received my bill for singing.

Thursday, March 2, 1871



Mrs. Hoyt’s music rehearsal came off this evening.  We had a very good one.  I wrote to Chauncey (More)
today.  Lecture this evening.

Friday 3
Arthur (St. John) and I started for the mountain this morning.  It rained a good deal, but we got up there
with out getting wet much.  Went up to ??? and to school in the P.M.  They had speaking and listening.  Stayed
with Johnnie (Olmstead?) all night.

Saturday 4
Went down to Platt’s (Hanford?) this A.M.  We spent the day in play and the night in games. Dominoes.
Platt and I were on a side and we had a Jolly good time you can bet.

Sunday, March 5, 1871
Very pleasant day indeed.  I road down with Charley Olmstead.  Broke down on Luis (?) Hill, but got to the
Village.  I went to church his eve.  Ma went after church this P.M. to see Jule (Wright) Fancher.  She is very
sick.  Not expected to live.

Monday 6
Not much school this week.  Jule (Wright Fancher) was buried today or tomorrow.   Rather good sap
weather.

Tuesday 7
Splendid day.  I had an examination in History today.  No school this P.M.  I split wood for Mrs. Hoyt.  Exhibi-
tion this eve.  It was splendid.

Wednesday, March 8, 1871
Another splendid day.  I worked for Mrs. Hoyt this A.M.  and went a visiting this P.M. up to Mr. Shepard’s.
M.E. donation this eve.  I did not go.  Got a letter from Fan.

Thursday 9
Sam and I split wood this A.M.  I went up to Mr. Elliot’s this afternoon about 3 o’clock.  Very windy but
pleasant.

Friday 10
Rained very hard last night, but pleasant enough today.  I came home about 3 o’clock.
Ma, Mag and Jen went up to Mrs. Person’s a visiting.

Saturday, March 11, 1871
Very pleasant.  Sam and I split some wood this A.M.  Played ball some this P.M.

Sunday 12
I went to church today.   It is a very stormy day.  Rain comes down in torrents.

Monday 13
Very pleasant today.  The sap runs very fast.  Sam went to Uncle Joes, but he was down also.  Maggie and Jen
went up to Mattie’s.



Tuesday, March 14, 1871
I went up to Jim Crandall’s today.  I did not do much of anything today.  Person’s folks came up there visiting
in the afternoon.

Wednesday 15
This is my 15th birthday.  I spent it up to Mr. Crandall’s.  We boiled sap until 2:30 P.M.  It was rather stormy all
day.  I had my fill of warm sugar this evening for the first time this year.

Thursday 16
I rec’d a letter from Chauncey (More) this morning.  I went over to Mrs. Hoyt’s to work this P.M.  But, she
was gone and so I did not work. The girls got home today.

Friday, March 17, 1871
Quite pleasant today and very warm.  I enjoyed myself this A.M. by flying kites.  This P.M. I worked for Mrs.
Hoyt.  This evening I wrote to Chauncey (More.)

Saturday 18
Joe went up to Uncle Joe’s.  Very pleasant today.  I piled wood and fixed up the leach this A.M.  Went up on the
R.R. with Geo Anderson and Fred Eells.  We had a good time and got home about 6 o’clock.

Sunday 19
I went to church today and this eve.  A very pleasant day and good sap day.  We had a good prayer meeting this
P.M.

Monday, March 20, 1871
I went over to town in the A.M. and got some peas and came home and sowed them.  I stayed with Art St. John
last night.  I was over to Julius St. John’s in the P.M.

Tuesday 21
Art and I had some warm sugar just after breakfast this morning.  Over to Herman’s after which we went on the
R.R.   Got home about noon.  I came up to Mrs. Townsend’s.  In the evening I went to a lecture by Mr. Tagget.
It was a splendid lecture.  Subject was attention and attaining.  Sammie and Joe came down this P.M.

Wednesday 22
School commences today.  I am a going this a.m.  Professor taught our room.  I am a going to study arithmetic,
grammar, history, & algebra.  Johnny (Olmstead) came over to stay with me tonight.

Thursday, March 23, 1871
Johnny Olmstead’s birthday is today.  He went home today.  Aunt Polly is dead.  (???)
Very pleasant day.  Prof Fish is in town and is a going to give writing lessons.  I got a letter from Chauncey
today.  I attended the writing school.

Friday 24
Mrs. Beard came today.  I went to writing school this evening and also paid for my tuition.   Sammie was down
today.

Saturday 25
Very fine day.  I piled wood in the A.M.  Chauncey sent me the N.Y. weekly today.  I went to writing school this
evening.



Sunday, March 26, 1871
I went to church today.  A very fine day.  I also went to prayer meeting this P.M.   Concert up to M.E. church this
eve.  I was there.

Monday 27
We are having some more snow today.  I went to writing school this evening.  Deloss was down today.

Tuesday 28
Rather cooler today.  Sam was down.  There was a lecture at the academy this evening.  I went to writing school.

Wednesday, March 29, 1871
I still attend writing school.

Thursday 30
There was a sociable at the parsonage this evening but I did not go.  I wrote a letter to Fan today.

Friday 31
Very pleasant today.  I wrote to Chauncey this evening.  Went to writing school, also debating society met after
school.

Saturday, April 1, 1871
I piled some wood this a.m.  I put an April fool letter in the P.O. to Platt Hanford.  Met with Geo Crandall in
the village and he took me home with him and I had all the warm sugar I could eat.  I got fooled once.  Came
down to writing school this evening.

Sunday 2
I went to church today and to the Episcopalian church this p.m.  I went to meeting this evening.  Quite pleasant
to day.

Monday 3
Quite pleasant today.  Writing school continues.

Tuesday, April 4, 1871
I went to a necktie sociable this evening.  I got a nice one, but did not go home with my gal.

Wednesday 5
I went to the Alpha Beta Society this evening.  We had a good meeting.  They elected new officers.  I was elected
secretary of the Fraternity.

Thursday 6
Our writing school finished this evening.  Mr. Fish bid us all a lovely farewell.  I have been very well satisfied
with it.

Friday, April 7, 1871
I went to the reading circle this evening.  I had a splendid time.  After the reading circle I went down to Byces
and heard some grand entertainment by the Neal Bros.



Saturday 8
Splendid weather we are having.  I was up to Julius St. John’s all day.  We played ball and other games.  Sam
was down.  I didn’t see him.  I wrote a letter to Chauncey.

Sunday 9
It is very much like a summer day it is so warm.  I went to church today.  Saw Platt for the first time since the 1st,
but he suspected that I put the letter in the office.

Monday, April 10, 1871
This day has passed in a very pleasant way.  Burister has left the place with all his ??? and gave me some pota-
toes. I broke ??? Wheelbarrow went home and took it over and got it fixed.

Tuesday 11
I went to the debate this evening.  We had a very good one.  I did not speak.  Rained a little today and some this
evening.

Wednesday 12
It has been rather cooler today.  Ma and Maggie are cleaning the house today.

Thursday, April 13, 1871
Our society met tonight.  A Mr. Eaton came also.  We have 5 new members.

Friday 14
The teachers association met this evening and I was there.

Saturday 15
Teacher’s drill met at the academy this forenoon.  I joined for the
Fun of it.  Did not make much out of it.

Sunday April 16, 1871
I went to church today.  Fan was down.  I was rather cool today.  I was at church this evening.

Monday 17
I went over to the village this evening to the auction, but did not buy anything.

Tuesday 18
I worked for Edd More today dragging.  Went over to the debate this evening.   Came home and learned a piece.

Wednesday, April 19, 1871
Got a letter from Chauncey today and also a paper.  I went up to Chas St. John’s to dinner.

Thursday 20
Debate exercises this evening.  I spoke but did not do very well.

Friday 21
There was a freemason funeral today.   Shepard’s folks was here a visiting.  I went up to Maynard’s to reading
circle this evening.

Saturday, April 22, 1871
I went up to Mr. Elliot’s today.



Sunday 23
I went to church today and to prayer meeting this P.M.    Mr. Phinius (sp?) preached in our church today.  I
went this evening.

Monday 24
I got my wheelbarrow home this morning.  A very nice day.  I found my knife today.  Mrs. Lion had it. I was
glad to find it.

Tuesday, April 25, 1871
Splendid day.  I went to school today.  Debate which adjourned this evening.

Wednesday 26
Clark Willis plowed our garden today.  It was very warm.  I stayed at home from school today.

Thursday 27
Very rainy and wet today.  Our debating society met tonight. Jen was over to the Chapel this evening.

Friday, April 28, 1871
The Carlions (sp?) had their exercises this evening which was very good indeed.  There was a good many there!

Saturday 29
A very pleasant day.  George Anderson and I went a fishing today.  Did not get only 1 chub.  Sam was down
today.  He is going to stay with us until tomorrow.

Sunday 30
I went to meeting today and saw Platt.   Johnnie was not down.  I also went up to the M.E. church this evening
to concert.  Received a letter from Miss A. Hoyt.

Malcolm Duncan Wright’s Diary, 1871, May-June

Monday May 1, 1871
Splendid day. Planted my potatoes today.  The early rose was my seed.
We had a holiday today and went up on Murphy’s Hill.  I had a very good time.  When I came down I had a good
game at ball.  Rather tired tonight.  (Letter today, ans. Chauncey’s)

Tuesday 2
Very pleasant day.  I went over to the academy this evening.  We are planning an entertainment.  We had a good
time.  Burr More sowed out some oats and grass seed today.
I answered a letter to A. Hoyt this evening. About 6 o’clock.

Wednesday 3
Very rainy indeed today.  Mr. Jack Shackelton and Wife were here this P.M.  Uncle Joe was down also.  I did
not feel exceedingly good today.

Thursday, May 4, 1871
Very rainy all day.  Our fraternity met tonight.  We did not debate, but nearly talked over our exercises and so



forth.

Friday 5
Rather more plesant today.  G. H. Barnes read some selections from his poems in the Academy chapel.  Maggie
came home tonight.

Saturday 6
I took the yearling up to Uncle Joes and came back again.  I am rather tired tonight. Jen and I went up to Clarks
to see about a school.

Sunday, May 7, 1871
I went to church today.  It was very windy today and some rain.  I went up to prayer meeting this P.M. and to
church in the eve.  Had a pleasant walk with Augusta H. (Hoyt)

Monday 8
I went to school today.  It has been rather cold today.  I am reading the life of
E. T. Rialo (?) which I got from Marshal Day.

Tuesday 9
Very pleasant indeed today.  Jim Marvin stayed all night with me.  Had frost last night.

Wednesday, May 10, 1871
I went up on Dunk Hill to reading circle this evening with Art and Sammie.  Had a splendid time.  Got home
about 11 1/2 o’clock.

Thursday 11
Our fraternity met this evening.  We had a jolly old time.  I am reading the life of E. H. Rolcuff (?) which I got
from M. Day Monday Eve.   Augusta went away to her school today.

Friday 12
Very warm today.  School was out at 3 1/2 o’clock this P.M.  I helped Edd More to plant potatoes thereby
earning 10¢.

Saturday, May 13, 1871
Very windy today.  I mailed a letter to Chauncey.  Worked for Edd More this P.M.  Joe is quite sick tonight.

Sunday 14
I went to church today.  It is very pleasant.  I went to prayer meeting and to church this evening.

Monday 15
Jen went to her school this morning.  I put the advertisement of our exercises in the paper today.  I also wrote a
composition.

Tuesday, May 16, 1871
Very warm indeed today.  Our society had a special meeting this evening.

Wednesday 17
Great N.Y. circus was in town today.  I did not go.  Sam was down and he went.  Uncle Joe was also down.
Mr. Barclay forbid any of the scholars to go.  Our society met again tonight.



Thursday 18
The Walton Debating and social society had their exercises this evening.  Ma is sick and I had to stay at home
from school today.  Wrote a letter to Miss Hoyt.

Friday, May 19, 1871
Very pleasant today.  Joe stayed at home with Ma today and so I went to school.  Went to the reading circle this
evening.

Saturday 20
Very warm indeed today.  I planted some corn and played a game of ball.  Jen came home today.  Nant was over
and Uncle Joe was down.

Sunday 21
I went to church this A.M. and evening.  Also to prayer meeting in which I took part.
Hannah Thomson was here this after noon.  I went home with a girl for the first time this evening.

Monday, May 22, 1871
Got a letter from Augusta.  Went to school today.  Went over to the academy this evening to rehearse.  I am to
sing a part in a duet.  Alf Gould brought the darts and ????.

Tuesday 23
Planted corn for Edd More today.  Went over to the academy this evening again.

Wednesday 24
Very pleasant.  I received a letter from Chauncey and also got a paper.  I am working at the fence.

Thursday, May 25, 1871
We, the Alpha Delta Society had our exercises this evening.  Platt was down and stayed all night.  The other
society was a going to pass bogus programs out, but did not make it out as we got a hold of them before they
passed them.

Friday 26
The sociable society feel rather . . . .??? about last nights performance which suited the public entertainingly.
Rained some today.  Maggie came home this evening.

Saturday 27
Mailed a letter to Chauncey.  I got some beanpoles today.  Wilber Boyd and I went a fishing this evening.  Uncle
Joe was down today.  Jen went to her school.

Sunday May 28, 1871
I went to meeting today and to prayer meeting and concert this evening.  Maggie went to her school today.

Monday 29
I went in a swimming for the first time this year today.  We finished our history today.  Lizzie came down today
and is going to stay today.  I stayed with Jim Marvin
all night.

Tuesday 30
Very warm indeed today.  Uncle Joe was down today.  Went a fishing, but did not get any, or let my pole rather.



Wednesday, May 31, 1871
Very pleasant today.  Frank Wright, Frank Wilber, Jas Marvin and I all went a fishing tonight.  Did not get
anything.

Thursday, June 1
Maggie came home.  Got a letter from Chauncey.  Society met this evening.  I was succeeded by J. W. St John
as secretary.

Friday 2
Jen came home this evening.  Went to the reading circle.  Art St. John stayed all night with me.

Saturday, June 3, 1871
“Pulled” weeds in the garden almost all day. Over to town this eve.  Grandpa (Samuel McClelland 1794-1876)
came down today.  I wrote a letter to Platt this eve.

Sunday 4
I went to meeting this A.M. and to prayer meeting and also to services this evening.  Ma went up to Uncle Joes
today and Jen went to her school.  We had a nice shower this P.M.

Monday 5
I went up to the M.E. Church to singing school this evening.  Wrote to Augusta H.  Also worked in the garden.

Tuesday, June 6, 1871
The Sabbath School convention had it’s first meeting this evening.  I was there and had a very pleasant time.

Wednesday 7
The convention commenced at 8:30 A.M. and continued all day.  Closed this evening.  I had the nicest talk with
Fannie Hanford this evening I have ever had.  It was about religion.

Thursday 8
Clam Bake today.  I did not go on account of the regions examination.  Society met this evening.  We had a good
time.  Ma came home today.

Friday, June 9, 1871
The Social Society and the Clarion’s (sp?) had an exhibition this evening which was very good.  Jen came home
this evening.

Saturday 10
Wrote to Chauncey.  Mattie (Wright Persons) and Maggie came down today and I saw the twins
(Elizabeth-Birdie and Sarah – Mattie) for the first time. Worked in the garden most of the day.
Went over to auction this eve.

Sunday 11
I went to meeting all day and to prayer meeting.  Maggie went back today but Mattie is going to stay.  Rained
hard this evening.

Monday, June 12, 1871
I took Jen over to her school today through a hard rain.  Worked in the garden the rest of the day.  Went a



fishing tonight.  Did not get any.

Tuesday 13
I worked in the garden all day today.  Went over to Nant’s with Mattie and also up to see Geo Anderson who is
sick.  Met Sammie and had another good long walk with him. (11.15 o’clock)

Wednesday 14
Hoed some corn today.  Helped to clean up the academy yard.  Went to Prayer meeting this eve and stayed all
night with Art.

Thursday, June 15, 1871
Society met today.  I finished hoeing my corn today.

Friday 16
Sowed my turnips this forenoon and went up to Mr. Elliot’s to dinner and up to Deloss’s this afternoon.  Maggie
went home this eve.

Saturday 17
I did not do much of anything today.  Deloss plowed most all day.  We had a very hard frost last night up here.

Sunday, June 18, 1871
Rain. Rain last night and today.  I did not attend church.  Maggie came up this eve.  It has been rather lonesome
to me today.

Monday 19
I got up this morning full of hope at seeing Franklin for the first time.  We arrived about 10 o’clock.  It is a very
nice place.  Many nice buildings.  I am a going to stay awhile.

Tuesday 20
(unreadable sentence)  I have amused myself the best I can.  Went up the road about 3 miles to get a calf this
P.M. with Will Harby.

Wednesday, June 21, 1871
I went up to Jim’s this A.M. but did not stay long.  Road around a little this afternoon.

Thursday 22
I lost my jackknife yesterday for which I am very sorry.  I got a chance (which I took) to ride over with J. Bliss
and from the Franklin road with Lou Thomson.  Got home about 8 o’clock. Sammie H. stayed with me all
night.

Friday 23
Sam came down today.  We plowed the potatoes this P.M.  Went in a swimming this afternoon.  Also went a
fishing this eve.  Caught 1 eel and got home at 12:00.

Saturday, June 24, 1871
Rained all day nearly.  I got a letter from Augusta this P.M.  Bought a jackknife today.

Sunday 25



I went up to the M.E. Church as there was none at ours.  Went over the mountain with Jen this P.M. and to
concert this eve.  Sam went Back.

Monday 26
Hoed potatoes all day today.  Went to debate this evening.

Tuesday, June 27, 1871
I finished hoeing my potatoes today.  Went to the closing exercises this eve. which were very good.

Wednesday 28
Mowed the dooryard today.  Stayed with Arthur tonight.  Went to a temperance lecture also.

Thursday 29
I came up on the mountain this afternoon and was received with the usual welcome.

Friday, June 30, 1871
I went up to Johnnie’s this forenoon.  Platt came up and we all went a hunting over the hill.  Went a swimming
also, but did not shoot anything.

1871 Diary continued.  July – September

Saturday, July 1, 1871
I came home this morning.  Called on Mr. White and spoke to him about uniting with the church.  Went over to
meeting this P.M.  I was examined. All went off well. Aunt Hannah (Patchin McClelland 1835-1917) came
down today and is a going to stay. I played ball this afternoon.  I saw Augusta Hoyt this afternoon.

Sunday 2
I joined the church today.  Saw Sam he being down to church.  Went to prayer meeting this P.M.  Rained about
church time this evening so I did not go.

Monday, July 3, 1871
I hoed my corn today.  It has been very pleasant and quite hot.  Uncle Joe was down today.

Tuesday 4
Dull.  Dull day, about the dullest 4th of July I ever remember of.  Spending ball playing this P.M.  I went up to
Coffie (sp?) this afternoon.  Rained in the evening.

Wednesday 5
I went over to the exhibition today at Franklin.  Did not have an extra good time.  I got my knife back again.
Came home part of the way with Edd and Rufus.

Thursday, July 6, 1871
Pleasant this A.M. and rain this P.M.  I did not do much of anything worthy of account today.

Friday 7
Raining and lowery this forenoon, but quite pleasant this afternoon.  I worked in the garden some.

Saturday 8
Very pleasant today and the best hay day we have had this week.  I worked in the garden some today.  Jen came
home this eve.  Commenced driving piles with the R.R. today.



Sunday, July 9, 1871
Quite a rainy day.  I went to church this A.M. and to prayer meeting this P.M.  Jen went back to her school this
afternoon.

Monday 10
Commenced work for Jas Crandall this morning.  We mowed some and got in some.

Tuesday 11
We got in 4 loads and put up some hay.  Rained this afternoon.  I went over to Mr. Gould’s.

Wednesday, July 12, 1871
Quite a good hay day.  We got in 3 loads this P.M. and we mowed quite a big piece this forenoon.

Thursday 13
Very warm today.  We got in two or three loads in today and put up about 75 heaps.  I am rather tired tonight.

Friday 14
Lowery today.  We did not do much of anything today.  I went to the village with Jim and bought a pair of shoes.
George traded watches this P.M.

Saturday, July 15, 1871
Quite a good hay day.  We got in 3 loads and put up 73 heaps today.  I came home tonight.  Maggie is home.
Jen is not.

Sunday 16
Very warm today until after the shower which we had towards evening.  I went to church today.  Saw Sam.
Maggie went back to her school.

Monday 17
Got up at 5 o’clock this morning and started for Jim’s.  We worked at the hay got in 4 loads of hay today.

Tuesday, July 18, 1871
Quite pleasant today.  We got in 4 loads today.  Commenced the mountain hill.

Wednesday 19
Rather rainy looking in the A.M. and in the P.M.  We had and shower and hard rain at night.  We got in 1 large
load and put up about 90 heaps.

Thursday 20
Cold and cloudy today.  We did not do much of anything but mow today.  Opened out some heaps but did not get
them in.

Friday, July 21, 1871
Cloudy and very bad hay weather which makes the farmers have the blues.  We mowed today.  Got in 2 loads of
hay.  Went over to Mr. Gould’s this evening.

Saturday 22
Rainy day.  We mowed until 10 o’clock and did not do any more.  I went to town at 12 o’c and went home.
Mailed a letter to Augusta.



Sunday 23
I went to meeting today.  Jen came today.  Went up to prayer meeting.  Mr. Phelps spoke to us.  Went to M.E.
church this evening.

Monday, July 24, 1871
Quite a good hay day.  We got in 6 loads of hay after which I got a woodchuck out of the wall for Tige (?)

Tuesday 25
Quite a good hay day.  We got in 2 loads of hay.  Rather cloudy and stormy ….. ??
George and I went over to Gould’s this eve after Mr. B.

Wednesday 26
Mailed a letter to Lib.  Rain Rain and we have not done anything at haying.  Jim and I went to town in the P.M.
George Guild came over here in the P.M. also.

Thursday, July 27, 1871
Lowery today and a hard shower in the evening.  We mowed this A.M. and went down to Tom Elliot’s and got
some shingles this P.M.

Friday 23
Cloudy and rather showery until noon.  Quite pleasant after noon.  I mowed this P.M. and raked up some this
P.M.  We haven’t got any in since Tuesday.  Jen came home this evening.

Saturday 29
Another bad hay day.  We put up some heaps after dinner, after which I came home and wrote a letter to
Chauncey.  I also played ball and went to town ‘til the eve.   Nancy, Lizzy (McClelland) and Maggie are all
here.

Sunday, July 30, 1871
Rainy in the morning.  I went to church.  Mr. Carnes (sp?) preached this A.M. and eve.  Went to prayer meeting
this afternoon.  We had a very good one.  Maggie came home today and went back again.  Joe went, too.

Monday 31
Went up to Mr. Crandall’s this morning in comp. Of Geo Guild.  Poor hay day.  Jim went to town and brought
me a letter from Augusta.

Tuesday August 1
Quite pleasant and the best hay day we have had in a week.  We got in 3 loads of hay and mowed some.

Wednesday, August 2, 1871
Better day than yesterday.  We got in 8 loads the most of which we mowed today.

Thursday 3
Very good hay day.  We got in 3 loads today.  Tremendous warm this afternoon.  Went around our last piece
today.



Friday 4
We finished mowing today.  After which Jim went to town.  George and I did not do much of anything after
that.

Saturday, August 5, 1871
Hard rain last night and this morning.  I came down to town and helped Jim some.  Came home in the P.M.
about 5 o’c and joined a ball club; the eagles.  We intend to play the Americans Tuesday.

Sunday 6
Very pleasant day.  I went to church and prayer meeting.  George Guild and I went up on the hill this evening
instead of tomorrow morning.

Monday 7
Exceedingly warm today.  We finished haying today.  I pitched off the last load.  Jim went down to help Tom this
P.M.

Tuesday, August 8, 1871
Started for home this morning.  Played ball this afternoon.  Our club played the Americans.  We beat.  Shower
this evening.

Wednesday 9
Lowery today.  I went a black berrying this A.M. and got 5 qts.  Played ball some this P.M. and went to prayer
meeting this eve.

Thursday 10
Very warm and pleasant today.  Bur More cut our oats today.  Played ball in the P.M.

Friday, August 11, 1871
Very pleasant today.  I received a letters today from Chauncey and got one from Hobart which I ans.

Saturday 12
Got my oats in this P.M.  Sam came down.  We played a game of ball with the  Dexters  this afternoon.  Got beat
bad; 5 to 1.  Jen came home tonight.

Sunday 13
I went to church today and to prayer meeting this P.M.  Jen went back today.  Attended services this eve at the
Con. Church.

Monday, August 14, 1871
Warm muggy day.  I went berrying today and got 8 pounds this A.M. and played ball this P.M.  Got hurt, but not
serious.

Tuesday 15
Wrote to Chauncey.  Very warm today.  The warmest we have had this summer.  Shower this evening.  Went a
berrying in the A.M. and played ball and went in a swimming in the evening.

Wednesday 16
Exceedingly warm today.  School commenced. Grandpa (Samuel McClelland) came down. Played ball
this P.M..  Had a good game.  Alpha Delta had a meeting this evening.



Thursday, August 17, 1871
Cooler today.  We have a new teacher in our room:  Lina McFadden.  Went to sociable at Mrs. J. Townsend’s
this eve.  Had a very good time.

Friday 18
Exceedingly pleasant.  Chas Marvin came down today and is going to leave tomorrow.  Went in a swimming
this eve.  Abe More came up today.

Saturday 19
I went a berrying this A.M. and got 10 qts.  Worked for Wm. North this P.M.  Jen came home this eve.  Jule
Woodburn is over here.

Sunday, August 20, 1871
Very pleasant.  I went to church today.  To Prayer meeting this P.M. and to church this eve.  Jen went back.

Monday 21
Quite pleasant today.  I went a berrying after school and got about 4 qts.  And also got caught in a shower and
got wet.

Tuesday 22
Maggie came home today.  Played ball after school.  This evening our society met.  One new member initiated.  I
was chosen chief Def. for next time.  W. Doig is any ….. (can’t read).

Wednesday, August 23, 1871
Rather Lowery today.  I went to prayer meeting this eve.  Quite busy studying about  ?????.

Thursday 24
Very warm today.  I get out of school at about 10 o’c now a days & study at home.  I went to a prayer meeting in
the Libra (?) at 4 o’clock today.

Friday 25
Rainy and lowery day.  I commenced Latin this A.M.  Maggie went over to Kate’s.  Dexter’s played the Rock
lifters this P.M. and beat them …..s(?)  I went to reading circle this eve.

Saturday, August 26, 1871
Rained nearly all this A.M.  I went a fishing but did not have any luck. Played ball this afternoon.  Ma went home
with Deloss (A.D.Persons)

Sunday 27
I went to church today and to prayer meeting this P.M.  It was so rainy this P.M. that there was not only 6 of us
there.  Concert this evening.  I attended.

Monday 28
Quite pleasant today.  I went to school a usual.  Maggie commenced to go today.  Played ball this afternoon.  I
begin to find my Latin growing harder.

Tuesday, August 29, 1871
Ma came home today.  Quite pleasant this evening.  We had a refreshing shower.  Our society met this eve.  John
Champlain joined.  Sammie was down.



Wednesday 30
Rather rainy today.  I got a letter from Augusta, which was very welcome.  Went to prayer meeting this evening.

Thursday 31
Commenced ……. ……. ?? this morning.  Cool cloudy day.  Prayer after school this P.M.  I took part for first
time.  I went to a sociable this eve.  Had a very good time.

Friday, September 1, 1871
Quite pleasant.  I went over to Jen’s school today as it was the last day.  Had a good time.  Committee met this
eve.

Saturday 2
Went a berrying this A.M.  Played a match game of ball on Fred Pines (?) Flats this P.M.
Sam came down today.  Worked a little while for the Chrisman’s this P.M.

Sunday 3
Very pleasant day.  Sam went back. I went to church this A.M. and evening and to prayer meeting this P.M.
Augusta was there and we had a good time.

Monday, September 4, 1871
Very pleasant today.  Helped Ma in the morning.  Went down after Joes cows for him as he was playing ball.

Tuesday 5
Very warm today.  Went in a bathing this evening after which I played ball some.  Society met this eve.  Had a
new member:  Hull.

Wednesday 6
Quite pleasant today.  Played ball this P.M. and hurt one of my fingers.  Went to prayer meeting this evening.

Thursday, September 7, 1871
Not so warm today.  Went to prayer meeting after school.  Attended singing school this eve.

Friday 8
Match game of ball between the Dexters and Rock lifters this afternoon.  I saw it.  Went to reading circle this
eve.  Saw Sammie and had a good talk with him.

Saturday 9
Match game of ball between the Unions and Light Foots of Trout Creek.  Unions beat.  Dug some potatoes this
A.M.  Got a letter from Lib also.

Sunday, September 10, 1871
Went to church today.  Go Prayer meeting this P.M. and to meeting this eve.  Cloudy today looks like rain.

Monday 11
Went to school today.  Played ball after school.  Em (Emily Wright 1833) Persons is here sewing.  She
came today.

Tuesday 12



Carrie Ogden married at 10:00 am.   Quite pleasant today.  Helped Edd More in the P.M.  Debate met to-
night.  Had a very good one.  Wrote a letter to Uncle Rob this eve.

Wednesday, September 11, 1871
Very pleasant.  The Mystics of Deposit played the Dexters today.  I scored for the Dexters.  Came out 14 to 6 in
favor of the Dexters.  Had my supper over at Byces.  Went to prayer meeting and wrote to Charles Marvin this
eve.

Thursday 12
Mystics went home at 3 P.M.  Played ball A.M. and some this P.M.  I went to prayer meeting at 4:00 P.M.  Quite
a pleasant day.  Stella Hoyt married this morning.

Friday 15
Cloudy and cold today.  Some rain this P.M.  Beginning to feel like Fall.

Saturday, September 16, 1871
Cool and Lowery.  Some rain in the A.M.  I played ball this P.M.  Went to town this eve to a lawsuit.

Sunday 17
Smokey today.  I attended church this A.M. and evening and went to prayer meeting this P.M.  Jim Marvin and
I went up home with Augusta this afternoon.

Monday 18
Very pleasant today.  Institute commenced today.  Cut my corn this P.M. and went to exercises this evening.

Tuesday, September 19, 1871
James Berray Jr. died this P.M.  Cloudy and rainy this P.M. Ma (Margaret McClelland Wright) was
married today to John Thomson.  They went off on a wedding tour to Bovina, Hobart and I went to lecture
this eve.  Society met at 6:00 o’clock.

Wednesday 20
Cold lowery day.  Cleared off this eve so that there was hard frost.  I went to the lecture this eve.

Thursday 21
The funeral of J. B. took place this P.M.
Splendid day.  I went to school this A.M.  Worked for Edd More this P.M.  Went to a lecture this eve at the ACd
chapel.

Friday, September 22, 1871
Pleasant day.  I worked for E. More this P.M.  and dug potatoes this A.M.  Went to the exercises in the Academy
this eve.  Went home with (two initials, can’t read).

Saturday 23
Dug some potatoes this A.M.  Played ball this afternoon.  Got knocked down with the ball but not seriously hurt.
Very pleasant day.

Sunday 24
Quite pleasant today.  I went to church this A.M. and eve. and to prayer meeting this P.M.  Had a very nice talk



with Augusta.

Monday, September 25, 1871
Very Pleasant today.  Ma got home this eve.  I went to society meeting.  Had a good time.  Played Hide and Spy
after debate.

Tuesday 26
Delaware Co. Agricultural Fair commenced today.  Rained nearly all day.  I entered some potatoes and a pair of
fowls.  Debate this eve.  Alpha Delta beat.

Wednesday 27
2nd of fair quite pleasant.  I attended to a stand part of the day.  John C. stood with me all night.  Went over to
town in the eve.

Thursday, September 28, 1871
Last day of the fair. Quite a crowd was here.  Match game of ball this P.M.  I got a premium of $1.25 on my
potatoes and chickens.

Friday 29
I got up at 4 o’clock this morning and went to Deposit with the Dexter BBC.  I score for the same.  Arrived at 9
o’clock A.M.  Played ball this P.M.  Mystics came out 7 ahead.

Saturday 30
Sam came home to stay today.  I rode around the depot this A.M. and played ball some.  Started for home about
2 o’clock P.M.  Got home about 8 o’c.  Quite a fire occurred since I have been gone.  On the Morning Friday
Martin’s Building and Billiards Saloon was burned.

Mac’s diary Oct -Dec 1871 plus memoranda

Sunday, October 1, 1871
I went to church this A.M. and eve. and to prayer meeting this P.M.  Augusta was not there.  Communion to our
church this evening.

Monday 2
Quite pleasant and warm today.  Ma is sick.  Has been ever since Fair.  Had the Doctor twice.  Picked some
butternuts down to Mr. More’s this P.M.

Tuesday 3
Rainy today.  Saw Dr. Henry about some trouble in my throat and head this P.M.  Society met this eve and
selected 2 players for exhibition.  I am in one of them.

Wednesday, October 4, 1871
Quite pleasant today.  I dug some potatoes while out of school.  Wm Caul (sp?) and Savilla Graves was
married this morning.

Thursday 5
Very pleasant today.  Mattie, Deloss and the babies came down today.  I went to singing school this eve and to
school.  Prayer meeting at ??????.



Friday 6
Lowery and rainy.  Geo. F. Bailey and menagerie visited town today.  I went to it.  Mattie went home today.
Quite a crowd in the village.

Saturday, October 7, 1871
I dug potatoes in the A.M. and also went over to town to see about getting a suit of clothes.  Wrote a letter to
Chauncey this eve.  Quite pleasant.

 Sunday 8
Pleasant today.  I went to church this A.M. and evening and to prayer meeting this afternoon.  Went up to the M.
E. church this eve.

Monday 9
Quite pleasant today.   Uncle Joe was down this afternoon.

Tuesday, October 10, 1871
Rather lowery today.  I mailed a letter to Chauncey this morning.  News came this noon that Chicago was on
fire dispatch this eve.  Stated that it was half burnt up and still burning.  Debate this eve.

Wednesday 11
Rainy and lowery today.  Deloss was down and came over to dinner.

Thursday 12
Cooler today.  I went to Rev. S. J. White’s silver wedding this eve.  Had a very nice time.  Saw some very nice
presents.

Friday, October 13, 1871
Exceedingly pleasant today.  I went up to Mr. Elliot’s this afternoon.  Also received a letter from Chauncey.

Saturday 14
Cool, windy, and cloudy in the A.M. but pleasant in the P.M.  We finished digging our potatoes this A.M.  Picked
up some apples for Edd and went down and saw S. Cable’s steam saw mill this P.M.

Sunday 15
Exceedingly windy and cloudy today.  I went to meeting this A.M.  Mr. Theo White preached.  Had a good
sermon.   He also preached this eve.  Went to prayer meeting this P.M.

Monday, October 16, 1871
Pleasant day.  Picked up a few apples this morning.  Very busy studying just now.  Alpha Delta society met this
evening.  Talked mostly on exhibition matters.  I am to have a part in the play.

Tuesday 17
A very pleasant day.  There was no school this P.M. on account of the town S.S. convention which was held in
the Congregational church this P.M. and eve.  I attended.

Wednesday 18



Cloudy and cold today.  Deloss was down.  Maggie went home with him.  Received a letter from Augusta.  Also
wrote to Lib.  Went to prayer meeting this evening.

Thursday, October 19, 1871
Very pleasant today.  I went over to rehearse this evening but as all the boys were going up to John Berray’s
…………………. I went along and had a good time.

Friday 20
Very windy and cool today.  I went up on the hill this afternoon and cut wood with Sam and John.  F….. wrote
……… eve.

Saturday 21
Started for the woods this morning.  Worked until 3 o’clock and then came down and played ball.  Went over to
rehearse this evening.   Belle (Wright) is here.

Sunday, October 22, 1871
Exceedingly pleasant day.  I attended church this morning and evening and prayer meeting this P.M.  Belle de-
parted this P.M.

Monday 23
Wrote to Chauncey.  Warm, smokey day.  Uncle Joe and Nancy came down today.  Sam and Johnnie are
drawing kindling wood from the planing mill.

Tuesday 24
Very smokey today.  Fire in the woods this side of Hancock.  G L’s had an exhibition this eve.  I was in a little
while.  Mailed a letter this morning.

Wednesday, October 25, 1871
Quite pleasant today.  Society met to rehearse this evening.  I was over.

Thursday 26
Lowery today.  I went to prayer meeting after school.  This evening I went over to the academy to rehearse.  Had
a good time.

Friday 27
Rainy last night and some this morning.  Went over to rehearse to night.  Sammie was down.  We had a splendid
time.

Saturday, October 28, 1871
Rather cold today.  Worked on the academy stage this A.M.  John Champlain and I pasted up some posters this
P.M. He came over and stayed the rest of the P.M.  Book agent here tonight.

Sunday 29
Quite pleasant today, although it was rather lowery.  I attended church this noon and eve and prayer meeting this
P.M.  Miss H was not there.

Monday 30
Very pleasant today.  Prof. B. was not to school today.  I went over to the academy this eve to rehearse.



Tuesday, October 31, 1871
Went to Dehli today with Ma, Maggie and Sam.  Got a am’t of clothes.  Had a good time and pleasant day.
Got back about 7 P.M.  Got my boots this eve.  Rehearsed also.

Wednesday, November 1
Paid La…. For his horse this morning.  Had a grammar examination in this P.M.  Rehearsed this eve, all there,
had a good time.  Boots are rather too small.

Thursday 2
Busy all day today.  Exhibition came off this evening.  It proved a perfect success.  Waring Boyr from
……….music to.

Friday, November 3, 1871
Rather cold today.  Cleared $15.00 on our exhibition last eve.  Went to Savilla’s bell ringer show this evening.
Had a free ticket.

Saturday 4
Rather cool today.  I went up to Tom’s and set some mink traps. (set 3)  Was up to Pete’s  and Johnny’s.  Got
home about 5 o’clock.  Went to teachers meeting this eve.

Sunday 5
Quite colder today.  I went to church today.  Was up to Crows this P.M..  He preached on the fire of Chrges (?).
Prayer meeting this P.M. and to church this eve.

Monday, November 6, 1871
Cold and Windy today.  Sam and I went up the brook and set some mink traps this P.M.

Tuesday 7
Quite cold today.  Election cam off today.  Lewis E. ahead.  Fraternity met this eve.  Elected Offices.  I was
elected vice Pres.  Cleared $14.10 at exhibition.

Wednesday 8
Wrote to Chauncey this eve.  Wintery today.  I went up the brook this P.M. over to Kate’s and Prayer meeting
this evening.

Thursday, November 9, 1871
Received a letter from Lib.  Very pleasant today.  Regions of examinations came off today.  Had one session in
arithmetic in which I missed 1 and 2 in grammar.  Singing school this eve.

Friday 10
Rainy blustery day.  Last paper in arith came today.  I have passed.  Missed 3 out of 24.  Did not pass in gram-
mar.  Went up to our traps tonight.  Had a coon.  Stayed with Tom.

Saturday 11
Cold windy day.  I went up to Jim Crandall’s today from the Elliot’s.  Went up to where they were laying the
track this P.M.  Jim paid me up to today.  Got home about 5 1/2 o’c.

Sunday, November 12, 1871



I went to church today (ie) this A.M. and evening.  Went to  prayer meeting this evening.  Concert to our church
this evening.  I spoke a verse.

Monday 13
Wrote to Fannie this morning.  About 16 of us school boys went up on the R.R. and got a ride over to Sidney.
Had a splendid ride.  We rode in the engine ………and……..  Stayed in Sidney all night.  Saw the gr. Bridge for
the 1st time and had a oyster supper and a good bed.

Tuesday 14
Came down on the cars this morning.  It was pretty cold.  We got down to Miller’s about 8 o’c A.M.  A brisk
walk brought us home about 9 o’c.  I feel pretty sore this morning.  Feel pretty stiff this evening.

Wednesday November 15, 1871
Not very pleasant today.  Ma went up to Jim Crandall’s yesterday.  Got home this P.M.  Uncle Joe was down.
Traded hens with Todd Chase.  Went to prayer meeting this evening, also to society meeting.

Thursday 16
Snow 1/2 a foot deep this morning.  Snowed most all day.  Prayer meeting after school this afternoon.  Had an
extra good one.  Singing school this evening.  I went company this P.M.

Friday 17
The snow is melting fast.  Platt came over this P.M. to stay all night.  We went over to Whites in the Eve.

Saturday, November 18, 1871
Wrote to Lib and sent one of my potatoes.  Quite pleasant today.  I got some pictures taken this A.M.  Went over
to Art’s to supper and stay in the evening.  Brought a cat home with me.

Sunday 19
I went to church a listening to a uncommon interesting and good sermon.  Was up to prayer meeting this P.M.,
There learned that Miss Hoyt was a going away.  Went to concert at the M.E. church this eve.

Monday 20
Very windy.  Augusta went away today.  School was out this A.M.  I went up to see my traps this P.M.  Society
met this eve.  I acted as sec Mr. Henderson being gone.

Tuesday, November 21, 1871
Quite pleasant but rather cold today.  Will Hoyt and I went a hunting but did not get anything.  Went up and had
a ride on the cars up to the zig zag.  Art was here this eve.

Wednesday 22
Rather cold.  Arthur St. J and I came up on the mountain today.  Stayed to Sammie’s to dinner and went up to
school in the P.M.  Went to reading circle in the evening.  Stayed with Platt.  (retired 12 o’c)

Thursday 23
Quite pleasant today.  Sammie, Rufus and I went down to Hoyt’s to dinner after which we went a hunting and
got a fat partridge.   Prayer meeting at Geo M this evening.  I stayed with Johnnie this evening.

Friday. November 24, 1871
Cold blustery day.  I was up to school most after forenoon.  Went down to Hanford’s to dinner.  Had some of
the partridge that we shot yesterday.  Was up to Smith’s this eve.  Stayed with Platt.



Saturday 25
Quite cold today.  I came home today.  I worked around a little this afternoon.  Went over to town this eve.

Sunday 26
I went to church this A.M. and eve and up to prayer meeting this afternoon.

Monday, November 27, 1871
Went up on the hill to chop today.  Sam cut his leg the A.M. with a ax.  Rather cold today.

Tuesday 28
Very cold today.  Cut some kindling wood.  Went up to Jim Crandall’s and stayed all night.

Wednesday 29
Did not sleep good last night.  Went down to Tom’s(Harby) this A.M.  Helped Jim (Harby) to shell some
corn.  Did not feel well.  Came home and went to bed at 3 P.M.  Felt rather mean.

Thursday, November 30, 1871
Got up this morning at 7 o’clock.  Girls came home this morning.  They have been gone a week up to Dehli and
Hobart a visiting.  Rather dull.  Had dinner at 4 and went to bed at
7 1/2  P.M.

Friday, December 1
Dull, Duller, Dullest.  Weather has a good appearance for the first day of winter.  Skating on the river.  Bill T
came with hay this P.M.

Saturday 2
Pleasant day.  Got a letter from Chauncey.  Keep improving in health.  Deloss was here today.  I wrote to Au-
gusta and to Charlie Marvin.  Johnnie Olmstead is here tonight.

Sunday, December 3, 1871
Very Pleasant today.  I went to church today.  Johnnie went home.  Saw all the mountain boys.  I went to prayer
meeting this P.M.  Quite a goodly number there.  Went to church this eve. also.

Monday 4
Quite a pleasant day.  I was rather sick last night with soreness in my head.  Went over and got some medicine for
it this noon.  Got a letter from Augusta.  Snow storm this evening.

Tuesday 5
Cold and Blustery today.  I set in the house all day nearly.  Crandall’s sale came off today, but I could not go.

Wednesday, December 6, 1871
School commenced today.  I went of course.  The school is not very full as yet.  No new teacher.  We did not do
much today.  I went to prayer meeting this eve.

Thursday 7
Cold today.  I sit in Miss Gay’s room.  Studying commenced this eve.  I have a university algebra to study this
term.  Sammie H goes to school.



Friday 8
School prospers very well so far.  River is frozen across although not much skating.

Saturday, December 9, 1871
I went a skating this A.M. a little white.  Quite cold today.  Did not do much but sawed a little wood.

Sunday 10
Could not go to church today as I had a sore throat.  Rather cold today.

Monday 11
Went to school this morning.  Mailed a letter to Van Allen this morning.  Mead and Telford store came near
burning this morning.  Jen went to Dehli this morning.

Tuesday, December 12, 1871
Quite pleasant today.  Mailed a letter to Chauncey this morning.  Jen got home this P.M.
S.H. White sent a deed to me to copy for him.  Debate met this eve.  New Member initiated: J.W. Gersin (?)
Elected new officers.  I was chosen as secretary.

Wednesday 13
Quite pleasant today.  I copied that deed this evening.  Was so busy that I could not go to prayer meeting.

Thursday 14
Mailed a letter to S.H. White this morning.  Deloss was here to dinner.  Prayer meeting after school this P.M.

Friday, December 15, 1871
Very pleasant today.  Repairs have been commenced on Mead and Telford store.  They got $1000 insurance.  I
wrote to Prof. C. H. Kilmer for the society this P.M. to see about his coming  and giving us an entertainment.

Saturday 16
Biting cold this morning.  Some others and myself went a fishing today.  Got about 64.
J. Champlain was over this P.M.  We played dominoes.

Sunday 17
Quite pleasant and warm.  I went to church and to prayer meeting.  Wrote to Augusta this eve.  Jimmy Harby
is here tonight.

Monday, December 18, 1871
Quite blustery and cold this P.M.  Proff was sick today and therefore I a went up to the trestle after grammar.  I
saw the last bent raised.

Tuesday 19
Cold and blustery day.  Proff is not any better today and so Geo Guild heard our Latin.
Sociable to Wm. St. John’s this evening.  I did not go.

Wednesday 20
Very pleasant today.  I received an ans. From C.H.Kilmer  today and also from Chauncey.  Debate met this eve.
Sam Joined.



Thursday, December 21, 1871
Coldest day we have had this winter.  Went to school this A.M. but this P.M. I went a railroading.  Cars came to
town about 5 P.M. and so I got an over . . .  this eve.

Friday 22
Very pleasant today.  I went to reading circle this evening.  Had a good time.

Saturday 23
Thawing very fast today.  Chopped wood in the A.M. and rode on the cars in the afternoon.  Bought a Christmas
Present tonight for “F”

Sunday, December 24, 1871
I went to church today.  I was up to prayer meeting this P.M.  The M.E. church day concert this eve.  I was there.

Monday 25
Christmas.  I was up at 6 1/2 o’c.  After eating my breakfast I started for Rufus McClenon’s from where we
started for Dunk Hill for remainder.  Arriving at said place we went a hunting.  At 1 o’clock we had a splendid
dinner and supper.  Got home at 11 o’c P.M.

Tuesday 26
Quite pleasant today.  I did not do much of anything.  Mattie, Nant, and Belle (Nancy Wright Harby,
Mattie Wright Persons and Isabel Harby) came here today.  Cars run off the track.  Nobody
killed.

Wednesday, December 27, 1871
Very pleasant today, but very cold.  I got a letter from A – today.  Grandpa (Samuel McClelland) got his
picture taken today.

Thursday 28
Cold today.  Mattie and the babies went home today.   Kate and Chas (Kate Wright St. John and
Charles St. John) was over to dinner.  Went a hunting this P.M.

Friday 29
Stormy today.  Mailed a letter to Jule W. and to Chauncey this A.M.  Went up to Mr. Elliot’s and to Jim
Crandall’s today.

Saturday, December 30, 1871
Went a hunting in the A.M.  Went to draw hay in the P.M. but did not get any.

Sunday 31
Went to church and prayer meeting this P.M.  Rain, Thunder and lightning this eve.

Memoranda:
January 24, Tuesday
Debate met this eve.  I was chosen chief defender. Question resolved:  That the female should have the right to
vote.  My side is the affirmative.  I have got to debate next Tuesday evening.  We have got a new President  J.
M. Cornish.  Geo Guild was our former President.  My side is as follows: John Barlow,  Willis Hoyt, George
Kilpatrick, Cook, Edd McLaury, Niles Berray, Roy Mallory, Frank Jenkins, Rufus McLellan, Sherman
Armstrong, Will Barclay, Geo. Smith, Dave Grant.  This is the affirmative side and it got the decision.



February 24
Mr. Pattengill gave a lecture this eve.

Mar. 15
My birthday.  I got a dozen envelopes and paper for my present from Maggie.

May 7th, 1871 Resolved that I will hence forth lead a Christian life and try to do my duty at all times.  June 2,
1871, United with the First Congregational Church today and was baptized by the Rev. S. J. White.  Walton.

July 10 Commenced work for James Crandall.

Dec. 15th Last bent raised on the Churchill Trestle this afternoon at 4 o’clock.  I saw it raised.

R.R. Dec 21st.
Cars came into town for the 1st time.  I road on the first train that came into town.  The Madison and Walton
Engines came in tonight.

Debate concerns:
Questions:
Resolved that inventions have improved the laboring class.  Aft.
Resolved that a hat is a greater nuisance to society than a thief (?)
Resolved Jan 17 aft. That the works of art are more admired by man than the works of nature.
Resolved, Jan 24th that the Negro of America  live in better conditions now than before the war.  Neg.
Resolved Jan 31 aft that the female should be granted the right to vote.
Resolved Feb. 7th aft. That knowledge should be more sought after than wealth.
Decision in the Aft resolved Feb 14 that free masonry is founded in morality.
March 1st Alpha Delta Society question: (I am on the negative)  Resolved the execution that

Mayor Andrei was not justifiable.

Address:
Chauncey More
80 & 82 Leonard St.
New York

Cash Account: p. 130
1st examination fee .25
2nd To letter mail and candy .08
4th From Arch Tweedie $35.00
7th to gum .01
12th to Sabbath school .01
14th Peanuts .05
16th From Jas Crandall       .10
18th to mailing letters .03
23rd to A. History           1.80
24th to Camp ……. .10
24th to writing school           2.00
25th to blank book .05
26th to Sabbath school .01
30th to Letter .03



p. 132
2nd to Sabbath School .01
4th to Sociable .26
8th to letter .03
9th to Sunday School .02
15th to paper .01
2nd From Tom Ells .30
24th to NY weekly .07
28th to cocoanut .05
27th From Ma .25
29th From Edd More .50

p. 134
1st smoked fish .10
2nd letter for Chauncey .03
3rd from ma 5.00
5th to Deacon Pond           1.05
5th to Mrs. Hoyt           1.45
8th From Ma    .05
8th to lead pencil .05
11th to a box of collars .25
11th to candy .01
12th from Edd More    .10
13th to letters and cards .13
13th from Edd    .25
14th to Sabbath school .01
17th to 1 pr of shoes   2.25
27th to letter & fish hooks .05
28th to contribution .01
30th to hat .30

p. 136
2nd to Alpha Delta Society .10
3rd to cloth for pants .70
4th to contributions .02
6th to a letter .03
7th to pencils .05
10th to l prof  ?oose .15
12th to 1 hat           1.50
10th to one letter mail .03
15th to Alpha Delta Society .05
16th from Ma .30
21st to candy .05
24th to jackknife .25
29th to candy and nuts .11

p. 138
1st  to letter mail .03



2nd to contributions .03
2nd From Ma .03
3rd from Ma .40
3rd to A. Wilber .05
5th to nuts and raisins .10
8th to pens .02
9th to Sunday school .02
14th to 1 pr of shoes           2.25
16th to contributions .03
22nd to note paper .10
22nd to Mail .10
23rd to contributions .03
29th to letter mail .03
30th to contributions .03

Page 140
9th to dye stuff .15
13th to Sunday School .15
19th to peaches .12
17th to sociable .15
20th to Sunday School .02
26th to fish hooks .03
27th to Sunday school .02
31st to sociable .10

p. 142
1st to gum .02
3rd from A. Chrissman .25
6th to boot on cleave buttons .05
10th to Sunday school .01
12th from E. More .25
13th to peaches .05
14th to mail letter .03
17th to Sunday school .02
18th to gum .01
26th to fair .50
26th from ma .26
27th from Ed More .65
27th to fair .50
26th to mail letter .03
27th to fair, to fair & to Deposit           2.15
27th from Crandall          10.00

P. 146
1st to livery station           2.00
2nd to ice cream .20
18th to pictures 1/2 doz, .50
21st to ammunition .11


